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WHY THE ALLIED MASONIC DEGREES?

[A lecture given by V. W, Bro. Rev. Neville B, Cryer, M A, P G Chaplain,
United Grand Lodge of England; also PGS W of the Allhied Masonic Degrees
(UEYamd PG M. Quatwor Coronali Lodge, No. 2076 (ER) o Richmmond Hall
Council, No. 168 AMD]

[ e chosen dhis paper Secouse i provides an imteresiing backgroeund for
S orlade of B five degrevs thal comprise the Allied Masonic Degrees in the
UK, Only three of there degrecs form the core of the AMD of Canada, fo
which we haove added aaaiiiona) degrees - bd |

Adier having been an Allied Deprees Mason for 30 years | can only
express my deep appreciation of this nvitation to give my first full length
lecturs on the subject vou have chosen, Much as 1 have reflected on the matier
and talked it over with groups of like-mmded brethren [ have never been able
to et down iy considered conclusions in this way and this is an opportunity
which I greatly value,

As | st out on this verture 1 nced, of course, to be clear about what it
is that we shall be considering. There arc three issucs to be mekled

1) Why are the Allied Masonic Degrrees whar thev are and where do they
OFginaTey

2) Why are these dsparate degrees called “Adled ™, and
3} Why bother with the Allied Degress and belong to them?

The fArst of these matters will naturally occupy most of the space in
what follows bul the Fuet that the other questions may net require as much
explanation does nol mean that they are any the less important.

Before | turn to cven these precise 1ssuss, however, | want to put
forward thres propositions. There is not time in my address to arguc the case
for these propositions though (f anyene wants me to provids such a case at a
later stage, either whilst I am with you or by mail when [ have left you. T will
be only too ready ta oblige. What [ want to establish at the outsct are thres
ideas which genuingly assist me, and would, | beheve, help others in sudyving
Masomic miual questions
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The first 13 that at a surprisingly carly stage in Britain - and thar means
especially England and Irclend - the residusl framework and content of
Uperative ceremomal Masonry was revived and amplified as a form of protest
aprainst what rmipght be called “minimal Craft usage’ Thiz maons that our view
of Masonic ritual orgine has (o be re-asssssed. We do not any longer have to
assume that our Uperative forebears were withoul any nitwal or arganised
ceremonial usags,

The second 1= that all our early ntual compilers were richly versed in
sacred, philosophic and historical lore. This means that we have to look more
widely for our sources than merely the V. 5. L. and il more walldmown
commmentators. Ner do we simply have to revert to the loo-oflen repeated
phraze, “Someone, probably i France, came up with the idea of . . .7

And thirdly, if there is one lesson which [ have leamt from my recent
inense and exhaustive study of the Mark and Ark Mariner degress m not only
England and Wales, but also Ircland, Scotland and Nooth America, it is this -
therz is unlikely to be anmy part of Brtish Masonic practice which, when
discarded by cne secnion of Freemasonry, is not later taken up and re-integrated
itt some other form clscwhere, This means that whilst we may not be abls to
show o natural progression of some depree, or oven its use of a common title
during the kast three hundred vears, the idea and purpose of the degree are never
really lost It simply requires that we search steadily for it until it re-appears,
We are to obey the hiblical procept “Scck and ve shall find”.

Hearng these three principles in mind 122 us now tom to the first of the
ilerpretations of vour bl

WHERE AND WHY DID THE ALLIED DEGREES ARISE”

Y ou do nat need me to emphasize thal te degress which compnise this
Order are of diverse content and relevance. Three of them relate 1o events
concerming figures of the Jewash dispensation whilst the others have quite clear
Cluistian application. Indeed 1 can well recall the confirsion experienced by a
devout Jewish brother, a fellow Assistant Provinemal Gramd Master no less,
when he had taken the degree of 81 Lawrena the Martyr, He roundly eriticized
his proposer and sponsor for having musled him and imtroduced him to a
Masonie experiches that his rebgious principles could not stomach. Pomtless
were the attenpts 1o assure him that it was the principles of steadfastness and
charity which that were bemg promoted by this degree and not the need to be
of the same religions persuasion as the main character. Pomtless the reminder

Lo
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that now he could enter a world similar to that of the Roval Arch and take the
degrees of Grand Titer and Grand High Priest. The other names of Red Cross
and the Knight of Comstantinople disturbed ham too much, He formally resigned
there and then having paid his dues. Mo, there s no doubd that we have hens a
medley of hMasanic ceremonies. We shall therefore have to tackle then
separately as we cxamine their pedigrees.

REM iy

[n 1974 | was privileged to deliver the Prestonian Lecturz, the only
Lecture officially reeognised aach year by the United Grand Lodge of England.
My subject was “The (Madieval) Drama and the Craft” and in that lecture 1
tried to show how, contrary o previous opinion, the Operative Frecmasons
were zctively engaged in helping to produce, across England, the poblic
perliemanc:s of sacred plays for more than 230 years. Not only so but 1 went
oft 1o show thal they were concerned about what they performed, having pmd
hard cash lor it to be produced, and that, interestingly many of the themes that
they illustrated 1n these plays were later the same, with similar symbaols, that
appeared in their catechisms, lectures and rituals,

One example of this was their participation in [38% in York i a play
called "Tater Moster” (Our Father) im which all manoer of vices and sing were
held up to searn and the opposing virtuss given as praiss, ‘Whilst we do not
knowy which trade performed the Virtue/Vice on that cccasion we do know that
the play was also produced in at least Beverley and Lincoln. In Beverlev in
146% the play was divided into 8 parts being the “SEVEN Deadly Sins™ with
an additional onc called “Viciose™ Here the Trade that portraved “Avarice™,
with 1= contrastimg virtme “Charits™, was that of the MASOMNS

In Lincoln we learn still more. We knowe of af least cizht occasions
when this play was performed (1397/0, 141011, 14245 & 1456/7). Here the
play was performed with a “saintiy" tinge for each vice was overcome by a
partxcular holy figure: The figure who conquerad Avanes was no less than St
Lawrence the Martyr. The link between this charecter and the Masons i a
dramatic setting is part of the ancient tradition, And what was rue of the link
in Beverley and Lincoln could well have been that case in the even oldar cantre
of York.

What has to be recopmsed regarding Operalive Masonoy 15 thal,
however rough and tough thess bewers, carvers, constructors and setters of
heavy stonz might be, they were dovout members of the then prevailing
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religious tradition. Saint=" days were honoured, and not only as Holy-days thar
became holidays, because people ook sunds” names al therr chnstenimg and
considersd the goodwill of the saints, and not only in prayers, as essential and
desirable, What I am trving to stress 15 that honouning the samts was part and
parcel of life and bocame deephy cmbedded in the minds and hearts of the
simple farthful. Many of us may not now subscribe to such a view for ourselves
burt in Jare Medicval Britain the saints were triumphant and their progress was
unhindersd, Every trade had its own special saint or saims and of course
Frecmasons had their Holy Virgin and the two Saints John, That is why
Maseary in some parts of the world is stll called St John's Masonry and the
dates of their fastvals affect the dates in their Constitutions.

At the tme of the Reformation in the mid 1500°s the cult of St
Lewmence was stll vory much part of the “0ld Faith®, It was in 1537 that King
Philip II of Spain won & kattle enver the British “Protostant™ forces on St
Lawrence’s Day and marked hiz victory by geting his masans to erect a now
and mos: remarkanle palace outzide Madrid, called the Escorial. For the record
it 15 2 palace that should fascmate any Freemason for it 13 omamanted with o
haost of symbals that we share with the Cathohe church but it will especially
intrigue any Allied brother since its groundplan and all of is ronwork 15 that
of a pndiron with the Roval family hiving m what would be the handle, 1t was
froen thes “grd”™ that Philip directed the whole of the Armada enterpnse against
the “heretics™ of England.

At that period the people of Yorshire and Lancashire were, along with
Cornishmcn, the most fercely resistant to Reformed religious ideas and
practices. It 15 hardly surprizing therefore that the retention of 3 folk-memory
about 51 Lawrenes should have boen evident i these arcas, Cortain if i3 that
when we apam encountet 5t Lawrence m a Masonic contzat i 15 n
circumstances thar sugeest “a rare relic of Operative practice” continued .
1735 on the barder of Yorkshire and Lancashire

What is striking with this mitual is the fact that since it appeared in the
written form of 1883 the ceremony has secarcely changed. If then this is a
prazerved fragment of abcient Operative working we probably have m it
something quite invaluable. The secrets for trving a 51, Lawrence Mason are
strikinghy simple but effective. The use of arms akimbo to prove a square, the
“further prool™ thal was discrest but which showed healthy nails and sound
feeth, and all this to be shared only "in 4 hidden vault or secret place” {and |
have brought for you a picture of the onginal board of the York Grand Lodge
from 1705 showing a covpd or “tedden place”) seem like the gemune behaviour
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of working masons. Mareover, they must be Northern men who say “5o it 15,
oy lad™ or expesct the food offered to & traveller to be a steek or chap,

For me, however, the fact that 1o this day we employ the sign of St
Lawrcnee to mdicatc our assent to any Lodge propesition is proof cnough of
thiz being an encient procice. Hers 1 15 naot eaby u2ad but explainad by a sacred
legend Whot is mare, the oldest practice relating to the gridiron 5 that this
ohjeat was placed under the V. & L. end not under a leaf of it, or on top of i,
g waraniz have besn singe. The importance of the emblem is [unthes
emphasized by the ratention m Ebor (York) Council "C" of an officer called
“the Keeper of the Grd”, &nd the fact that the onginal knocks were those for
thes 1* proves that it was only when the Allisd degrees in England came to be
admuresiered by Mards Masons™ Hall that the Mark knocks were mseried. Thers
were no Mark knocks when this degree emerged in il 17340 because the
Mark was sull properly part of the Fellow of the Craft degree, But | have said
enough on the degree of 5t, Lawrence and it 15 time to fum to

) ENIGHT OF CONSTANTINOPLE

This similarly unique degres might well be said 1o be “allied™ to that
of St Lawrencs in thros respecrs. It g elearly of specifically Christian
dorivation, it has foarures that suggest an Operative jealousy for eraftamens’
rights and employment, and it is generally believed to have haé a "northern™
orgin with the Presiding Officer representing somaene who was borm in York
In 2o far as the story of this degree concerng not someone who seeks real
rmulitary kemgghthood bart the status of a respected workmen o would suggest that
it really took 1ts present form as a resull of Freemasonry moving liomly from
an Operauve inlc a Speculative stage. The newcomers with more social status
had to prove their warth in order to be admitted into a hitherto operative band.

In case amyone thinks that if this is the case then i I8 strange o
encounter 4 degree which does mention “knighthood™ 1 would draw his
aftention o two facts about early [8" century Freemascnry in England which
may help to dispel such an opion, The first 15 the fact that by about 1730
thers was being practised in the Landon area a form of Masoury to be later
known as “The Roval Order of Seodamd” (but why Scotland | cannct here cater
imlo) that already mtroduced Freemasons into a knightly ordzr. Moreover, m the
Morth East of England, we have, from the same period. a form of Masonry
known as that of the “Iarodim” or Rulers, which also envisaged that onee o
brother had become a truc Master (what we would call an Installed Master) he
was entitled to Knightly knowledge. [ again ennnot emter fully into thiz matter
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here bul [ ask vou to beheve that thos claam was reparded as part of the ancient
York practice. Operative and koightly legemd were thought vy be linked.

We do ko that there was a ritual in 1835 of almes? the same wordimg
as that used in England today. This was printed in Hathericigh in Devon and
naturally suggests that the workang had by then become so proven and accepted
that it was worth circulating for all those newly admitied 1o the degree. As to
its pedigres before that éate we are aware that it was worked i the U 5.A.
before 1830 and the opinion held there was that it had come from Scotland,
Whether 1t was a military Loder that had been based in, or warranted from,
Seotiand thar broweht the degree to the Norh American Continent we do not
vl know and that needs more research. What might support the latter theory
12 the fact that Waller Rodwell Wright, the Chief Justice of Malta from 1814-
1875, scoma to have tried to croate a scheme of “kniphtly™ orders of which this
WAk Cnc.

That there was at some siage in the latz 18* ar early 15" century some
interplay batwean this and other kmghtly degrees i proven by one often
overlooked fact that is shill extant im England today

Ihere are m Devonport and Flymouth to this day twe Councils of the
Eonghts of Constantinople that work a different ceremony to that which s
norml for the Allied Degres bodies. Why that iz 0 we shall come to in dealing
with the second part of this paper bat what matters 1o us hiere is e nature of
those differences. There 1s not space, of course, to explain thzir ceremony at
fength but T have a copyv on show for those present and [ will now refer only to
its major points

B The itles of the officers arz langely reminiscent of the Kmght Templar
Order - Seneschal, Marshal, 3 Heralds (with bannerettes), Captain of
the Giard and Prelate. All these names are prefised with “Sir Knight™.

2) the wholc cmphasis is diverted from the humility of recognizing the
common folk to making sure that the new “Companion in Arms™ is
properly invested with sword and bannerette. The morment of truth
when the “knight buildara” point their swords and ask “ Are all men
equal n the sight of God® is completely ehsemt Instead, the nse of
swords 15 solely to salute the new Knight's admission with the
proclamation “Excelsior”™,

3 The undemable Chrstian characier of the degres 1s fully relained for
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on presenting his Master Mazon's Certificate the candidate is asked
*Are you a Chnstian™ to which he replies, *1 am, and fully believe the
glorions truths contzined in the New Law, and profess myself a
devoted follower of the lowly Nazarene”. It 15 on the Holy Gospels that
an obligation is taken and when the candidate is invested it is with a
different jewsd representing the six-pointed star of Bethlchem, (What
my Jewish friend would have thought of that [ shudder to magine).

4] The ceremony mohides FOLUR lectures of which one is an expanded
version of the one normally heard: two are hifted atmost whaolly from
the Red Cross of Constantine rituals; and the fourth i3 an exposition
o =l by ihe Prelate that ssems to have nothing 1o do wath the mnin
thrmst af this or the nommal ceremony. The closing, howewer, does have
& sali-shanng act amongst the “Fraters™ that hag also heen liftad from
elsewhere m the Masonry.

What 12 bome i upon U parbcipand = the sad reflection that, due
probably to the “mvention” of two miluential local brethren, Irwm and Hughan,
i the post-Union pened, the onginal message of this degres was misunderstood
and they sought to compensate for the underplaved Mascenic Knighthood of the
period by transforming this otherwise unigue ceremony into just another Red
Cross vanmant. The normal ceremony is chearly of much earlier wintage.

¢} RED CROSS OF BABYLOM

[fthe antecedents of the last two degrees were far from precise as far
as carly evidenoe was concornod, this is cormainly not tue of this degree. By the
late 174405 at least we know that in Irelend the inclusion of Babyvionian cr
Persian events was part and parcel of the Lodge’s practice for those wha were
pest the Chair. Throughout the rest of the cemtury we have specific references
to the Babylonian Pass, the Jordan Pass and Prusen {3 misguote for Persian)
Rlua and thiz latter depree was also callad “The Red Croms of Damel™ o
underhine 11z thamea

Ong other ancient fepture of this group of degrees (5 the presence of the
Bridge - an emblem that appears constantly on the old floorcloths or tracing
hoards of 18" century Irish lodges and also an their seals. 1 is a featurs that
even appeans on the Fellwcraft hoards of England i certain places and it takes
ils e Fom that passagne of the Jordan at Gilgal with which we are all familiar
i the story of Shibboleth,
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The Red Cross of Babyvlon (and agam time ia too shor here to explain
why the Insh mtroduced the term “RBed Cross™) was else called the
“Babylonian Pass or Red Cross of Damel” when the former Templar
Encampment degrees were divided up m Scotland in 1817, This degres, as well
as the “Jordan Pass™ and “Royel Order or Prussian Blue”, was plaved under
the Grand Reyal Arch Chapter which today prefers the names “Knight of the
Ezgle or of the Sword”, the “Knight of the East” and the “Knight of the East
and West" What 1s interesting is that when the Supreme Grand Chapter of
Scotland was recently asked by the regular Grand Lodge of France to
recommend how to introduce the Roval Arch to its members the sequence
sugpested was one including all these steps I is also worth mentioning that in
the first half of the 19 century a form of this degree was introdyced by Irish
Masons into Morthem England and beeame known as the 0ld York Mark
degrez, ban that 15 ancther storv again, What we have here 15 a very ancient if
imalated portian

Wi turn to:
) ORDER OF GRAND HIGH PRIEST

IT ever thers was a present degres that illostrared the second and third
principles which [ mentionsd earlier in this lecture thiz would be the one to
choose. We bhave beie long established slories regarding Abram and
Melchizedelc, separate and undervalued degrees that needed 1o be restored, and
i principle of “sacred priesthood™ whoch has hung around Freemazonry almost
as much as the concept of kmghthood, The High Pricst appears in Crafi
Masonry from the carlicst davs and it was o surprise when the Antenls Grand
Lodge from 1751 adopted the motto “Kadosh Lo Adonai”™ (Holiness to the
Lord) which was inscribed on the Mitre of the Jewish Iligh Pricst at Jerusalem,
From that time on there has been some element in Freemasoory which has
sought to reflect the offics of priesthood in a degree of degress. The degree with
which we ars here dealing scems to have begun its [ife as a real “side-degree”,
This meent that when the chief officer of a Roval Arch Chapter had been
installed his predecessor would take him to one side and share with him the
word, sign and mcaning of a “Grand High Priest or Pregident”, “There™, writes
on: author, “we st Priesthood vested with the highest power and authority in
the rite” but there i3 neither time nor space here to pursue the implication of this
for the development of the Roval Arch save to note that in dug course the office
of “Supreme Ruler” changed frorm Prizst to Prince in much of Britain, it was
as that happenad that this “side depree” ceased to be necessary.
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Cirders of the Prissthood of Mebchizsdek were known in central Burope
arcund 1770-1780, By the t:me the same kind of degree re-emerpes in the
United States in the early vears of the 19 century it has become the Sublime
Order of the High Pricsthood. From there it came to Ireland and thence to
Lancashire and »orthern England. | cannot here show haw it rolated to the
Priezstlyv Order of the Temple of the present Hobv Rowal Arch Enight Templar
Prizst

What 15 clear, hiwever, 15 that whilst the latter orders remamed sinctly
Chrstian, the Order of the Grand High priest had become universal in spint
That 15 why amy member of the present Roval Arch may properly apply to he
admutted to its ceremony. What is pleasing to zny Enghsh Royal Arch Mason
who has regrets aboui what has been lost m that Order, by way of clothing
connected with the role of Joshua, the High Priest, 1= that this i restored in this
Allsed degres Only two Englishy Cleyaters to my knowledge still retan either the
headpear or the breastplate which were once a regular pant of pre-1836 Rova
Arch Masonry. In this respect this Allied degree even outdoes the K. T P
regalia,

Thus we come to the

ol GRAND TILER QF SOLOMOMN

In considenng this, the last in the English series of Allied dorroes, we
find curselves with two puzeles. The first s that for most of the Jrh cenmry
there were degrees with names such az “Select Master” and “Iniimate
Becratany” that worked cn the sume (heme as U Graand Tiler of Babylon, alte
i disparae locations and countries. Une wonders why, therefore, when the
Crvptic Degrees wene reorganized, this parucular working should have been
permilied 1o continue.

The secend puzzle has to do with the origin of this degree in the 18"
century. There is mention of a sumilar working 0 a French ritual of 1780 o
I B0 and there s also a related degree of “English master”™ i the arca where
the carbier-mentioned Harodim lectures were prven = the old ex-Operative Lodge
of Sabwell from 1746,

The answeer to both these puzrzles may possible be foumd in that steps
were being taken to incorperate the Grand Tiler Degree into soms sort of
masonic system before it was decided 1o establish the Crptic Rite and thus the
martar of apparent duplicotion lay with the latter body to resolve. In addrtion,
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the fisct that a ceremony called “The Select Masons of Twenly=seven”, still the
sub-title of our English warking, may have led the orgamizers of the Allied
Diegrees to balieve that thiz was a rimeal of sufficicat antiquity tot 1o be lghtly
chismissed, There is more to be researched in this field but the high: docs begin
by shine,

L1y
*

Speaking about this matter from a British standpoint there has o be
some awareness of the general trend of Masomic history there in the 184
centtury. Following the Union of the two Craft Grand Lodpes, and the
establishiment of a Supreme Grand Chapder, the remaining degress or Orders
found themselves without a central controlling body. Az long as the Duke of
Sussex lived - that is until 1843 - pothisng could be done as he held a contralling
hand over these appendant bodies

When that band was removed and & growing interest showed itself in
ceremonics bevond the Craft there soon emerged other central bodies - the
Ancient and Accepted Rite, the Grand Conclave o Grreat Priory, and he Grand
Lodgz of Mark Master Masons. To put matters plainly the expenience of the
latter body m itz formation was such as to lead ¢ third Grand Master, Canon
Portal, 1o unge that every other “unattached degree”™ should be drawn together
inta one wiarkable and recognizable alliance. That dream was net altogether
achieved but at lcast in regard to five such degrees - the Ark marinzr alrcady
having been atached to the Grend Mark Lodge - this was the achievement and
in [#7% the first steps in that prooess wer: begun. Mo one has ever protended
that the desgress mentioned above are directly relared to each other bt at [zast.
as 1 the United States, they now form a manageahle gronp. A= with other
bodizs attached to the Mark organizstion m London they have floorished. Being
“allied” has brought thein a new vigour and identity.

WHY SHOULD ONE BELONG 1O THEM?!

The answer (o this question has besn suggested by what has bean said
about their unigue themes and their larpely undoubted antiquity. Anvene whe
wants to savour semething of de tichoess and moral breadih of the Masomic
movement from its carlics: times will benefit by joining these several degress.
Tegether with the Cryptic degrees they provide the richer context within which
our onginal Craft and Chapter Freemasonry developed, Perhaps thers are mam
Freemasons who cannot spare the time and effort roquired 10 engage in these
appendant ceremonics. For those who can 1 believe the reason for joining soon
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hocomea clear. One now begins to know something of what 185 contury
Mesonmy was all ahort

ANNO LUCIS

[by: Ven. Brother James Doherty, PSM, Scarboro Council Mo, 175]

The Masoiic calendar fraditonally dates from 4004 BCE, the creation
of the universe, as computed by Bishop Ussher in 1611 and stated in the
margins of older printings of the Authorized King James Bible. This was called
the vear of light (Anno Lucis). 4004 BCE was rounded to 4000 for simplicity.
There i3 no Masonic significance in the date, other than a desire by early
Masomic writcrs to croate a8 ancicnt a lincage for Freemasonry as their
imagmations woold allow,

James Jssher {1581-1656), an Insh thealogian and schaolar, at one time
had possibly the largest collection of books in Western Europe. A treless
coliector, he eventually donated the collection to Tririty College, Dublin, which
his uncle, James LUssher, helped found, Dunng his lifetime he was widely
known as @ defender of leaming, of the value of books secular and sacred, and
a progranent of mainfaming an odependznt wWentity for Insh Protestant Gath. He
was appourted Archbishop of Aomagl o 1623

But what be i= reallv known for is his chronolopy of creation. Using the
Book of Genesis, he painstakingly followed the serics of “begats™ back in time
and determined that the universe was created in the vear 4004 BCE, on Oetober
23 (Refinements by others further pinpointed his to 9 a.m. Londos time, or
midnight in the Garden of Eden ) This chronology was inscrted in the margins
of manv cditions of the Authorized Version of the Bible (“King James
Version™) in the 19th century, and hag boen used as “proof™ of the fallacy of
svehmor, moleeular biclogy, astophysics and many other scientific endeevors
in the 2th cemtury,

L+ N+ N <« B I < B « B+
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THE FIRST REGULAR STEP IN MASONRY
(What is the First Regular Step in Masonry? To Whom does it Refe:?
Whene doos it lead?)

[by: Bro. Philip A Wilson, Searboro Couneil No, 174]

The First Regular Step in Masonry is active particrpation. It is through
actve participation that we find fulfillmeant in amything. What could be marc
milerzsting than to be privileged to puide a brother while he mkes his first three
sheps? This does not mean that wa must heeomna officers in our Lodge; it merely
meang that we should add something, “no matter how lirtle” 1o the general
knowledge and structure af the Crafl.

Where does the First regular Step m Masenry kead” It l2ads 1o greater
imterest in our crafl and particularly in our mather lodge. 1t is difficult 1o work
with someone and sol gel o know him, especially if there anv comman
interests, Can we honestly say thal we get to know our brothers to the nght and
left. or do we perhaps say to ourselves occasionzlly I knuw the fuce - but | just
can't remember the name™? Through participation and interest we can also

bncw the name, and what 15 mare mmportant, the person owning 15 Would 1t not
be warth 147

To what does the First Step Refier? It refers 1o brotherty Love. Helping
each other is the essence of Brotherly Love It refers also to ficndship. Howmer
said “Twao friends - two bodics with one sole inspired™. Joseph Roux stated
“Friemds are mre for the good reason that men are not common™, Let us
thronigh the teachimgs of Masonry learn 1o be better men and through that better
Frends. Ll us truby act as “the dictates of right reason prompt us™ not only in
our lodgee but outside it as wall

S0, to whom does it refor? Tt refers o all masons. We have a
magnificent bank of knowledge from which we may deaw. We have many that
are willing to help s, Lef ns pat something mto the bank; let us help those who
are willing to help us,

In summation: Our Past Master's are in an enviable poamion, They
practice, as much as possible, the laws and principles of our craft. Onc is
reminded of the story of the bridge - An old gentleman walking along ife’s
highway with a fnend, crossed over a raging river and upon reaching the ather
side stopped, 2nd buils a bridge to open the banks. His friend said, “Why do
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vour build this bridee? You wall never pass this way again!™. To which the ofd
man rephied, “Behmd us comes a vouch - ha st alse pass this way, [ boild the
bridge for ham. " Our Past Master's are in a somewhat similar position, fo
wihike they did not beild the bridge of Masonry, they are constantly mainfainimg
it. Can we honesthy be “true and taithfisl craftsmen” if we do not in some way
assizl them?

The First Regular Stzp in masonry 15 Participation.
It lzads to greater Interest and Sabisfaction.

It refers to Brotherly Love and Friendship - a mere solid bond
between men and especially Masons.

It refers to all men and more especially Masons
S R v TR - T R R A
THE SYMBOLISM OOF PREPARATION

[by: Bro. Philip A. Wilson, Scarboro Coungtl Mo, 173]

Befon: mfiatn coe 15 supposed 0 koow polhang, of Freemasoary, One
is, in Fxct in & state of darkoess, destitution and belplessness In any of the arts,
sciences, or professions of life it 15 essential to be separated before being
admutted mto what may be temmed the “Master’s Class™. In similar fashion onc
must be preparcd to become a Mason, The preparation, mainky external
nature, has great and lasting internal significance, after one has become a
Mason,

One comes to the portals of Frecmasonry as 3 candidate - 2 word
derived from the Latin meaning simply - clothed in white - a svmbol of purity

The candidate s Hood Winked myz the dardmess amd iEnoramncs
in which one stands before leamning the moral truths. With the removal of the
Hood Wink, he sees the first glimmering of light - or perhaps knowledge, and
gots an ingight as fo the acights to which he may clim® - if be 80 wishes. The
moral tnnhs cxist as much before one becames 2 Craftsman as attar, masonry
merely affords unlimited opportumity for study, with the added advantage of
companmonship and mutual nterest.
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The Cable Tow may be said o represant tha obligntion, or more
important - that certain somettung, a sense of honour if you will - that makes
one 1ry 10 live up to the several vows made in the Lodge. It is a svmbol of the
boad which joins ane to the Crafl. The length of the Cable Tow, must therefore,
depend on the sincenty of the Candidate who takes the vow, but is generally
accepited as the seope of man’s abality to perform those daties that his lodgs and
brotherly iove reguite of him.

The Right Heel is slip shod - a custom carmied on cven today in the
Dment. The inference of thiz symbol 1 Faudelity,

The Left Knes iz harod, o that one iz prepared 1o take the vews,
The Left Breast 15 made ready for the presentation of a Sharp
[nstrument. Perhaps the presentation of one’s heart in this manner, is a display
of resolution and determination to learn the answers w the mysteries of life.
The Right Hes! is exposed, showmg no concealed weapons, Conld this
be a display of trust, w1 indicalimg thal the Candidate comes in friendship,
mdeed, deliberately placing lamself in a posinon where he must depend on his
associates for help and puidance.
The summeary is bricf and simple
The H W. = Humility and Trust
The C.T. = Sincerite and Desire
The L. K. - Fidehty
The L. B. - Resolution and Determination
The 8. 8. Heel - Reverence

As can readily be szen, the preparation of a Candidate is: Symbolically
Important, Morally Apt and Humanly Necessary

For the Ground wherein we stand is Holy Groond

GG 0.9 & g Hh
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SEVEN LITTLE CHALNS
[The authar of this paper 15 unknown]

It prokakly szoms to most Masoas thet there should be some symbolic
significance attached to the seven fittle chaing which adomn the tassels on oue
Craft aprone. After all, the number seven hos long had apacial sigmficance - the
seven apres of man, the seven cardimal virtues, the seven monial sins, and sooon.

The question has & nucnber of answers - “Mo”, "Yes" "Pechaps™.
Lat me explam.

A mumber of modermn Masoines writers tell us that o 15 far foo casy o
go cverboard with svmbolism, and trv to find a symbolic meaning m everything
of ¢verv action in Preemasonry. They supgest that symbelism should be
rogtricted to that given in our rituals, pointing out that the symbolism
cxplanations given there arc clear, simple and whollv satisfying

If we do as suggested, and restrict ourselves 1o the rineal svmbolism,
then most Masons will say that there 15 no symbolical meaning for the seven
litths chains, Quite obviously, this 15 becanse there is no mention of the seven
Irttie chaims in the standard rituals approved by the Grand Lodge of Canada in
the Province of Ontano

On the other band, there are some rituals in Queensland, Auvstraha,
which do mention the seven little chains and give a meaning to them. Equally
obviously then, the Mazsons who use these ntuals are entitled to say that the
seven little chains do have a symbalic meaming.

In the English Enwlation ritual, there is an optional charge which may
be used when presenting a Master Mason with his apron, It states, in part: “To
each of these nbbons seven tassels are attached to remind us that no Lodge is
perfect unless seven Brethren are present; that n olden daxys the seven ages of
man were thought to be influsnced by the seven then known planets; and no
Master Mason was considered officient unlzss he had some Imowledee of the
seven liberal arts and sciences.” Other ftuwals may well have some other
meanmng given to the seven Litfle chains.

O cam, of course, decide that even though our rituals do not mention
the zeven litthe chams, thare should be a symbalical meaning attached o them:
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One could decide that they represent the seven hberal arls and seences, m
winich we should be proficient; or the seven cardinal virtues, which we should
always practice; or the seven mortal sins, which we should alwavs avoud, or
anything ¢lse for that matter. But if one does this, one should also be fully
aware that this 15 a personal symbaolism only, and mav well be disagreed with
by others.

But this option gives us the third answor “Perhaps™

Brother F. R, Warth, a member of Quatuor Coronat Ledge m Lendan,
had thizs o zav about the saven litie chaing when writing about them: “The
symbolic ongima of the tmaselz and their seven lixle chains ane also shroudad m
mystery. [t is far hetter to accopt the probability that regalin makers from 1830
pewards contrived a symmetrical design for the Apron by placing the tasscols
and their ornamental chaing on either side of the Apron ™ Brather Worth scems
to be suggesting that the reealin mekers, knowing that the namber seven is of
mmportance m mvth, legends, the Bible, religion, Freemasonry and other arens,
putl seven liltle chaims on the tassels, leaving Masons to srgoe about thedr
eneruig . Anud this may well have been the case.

[t AR+ S gt~ R I+ I
WHAT IS5 THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A.F.&AM. AND F.&AM.

[bw: Ven. Brother Jim Doberty, PSM, Scarborough Council, No, 173]

After the foundation of the first Grand Lodge in England in 1717, &
rival Grand Lodge arose less than two decades later, calling itself the Jmt""l.u
{or Ancients), wherchy it intended 1o assent greater authenticity than the rival

“modem” Grand Lodge The Anticnts wers alse known as the Athol Masons,
from their first Grand Master, the Duke of Athol. Some authors (e g Carl
Claudy) say the Antients were schismatic - i.c. had split off from the “modem”
Girand Lodge; others (eg. Allen Roberts) of more recent vintape sayv that the
Antients were foundad independently by Lodees deriving from Scottish and
Inish traditions who were excluded by the English “moderns™

These competing Engl:sh Grend Lodges, along wath the Grand Lodpes
cstabbshed i Scotland and [reland, issued Charters for Lodees in the American
colonies mto the latter halt of the I18th centurv, unul the American
Revolutionary War led to the ties between the colonies and the mother country
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being severed, Long after that event, m L8513 [when the two countrics were
again at war, in fact) the rival English Grand Lodaes amalgamated to form the
Unired Grand Lodge of England, which 15 the governmg body of English
Froemasonry to this day.

Ivleammadile, in the new United Siates of America, Grand Lodees were
orgenized in ench State, some a8 offspring of Provineial Grand Lodges and
some a8 self-doclared mdependent Grand Lodies (eg Virginm). These Grand
Lodges compnsed Lodges whoss Charters had been wssued by both the Anlient
and “modsen”™ Grand Lodges in England {as well as a lew Scotlsh and Insh
constitution Lodees). The desienation of whether a Grand Lodge wag Free and
Accepted or Ancient Free and Accepted was therefore almost an arbitrary
choice, based perhaps on who had a bit more pohucel power when the new
Girand Lodge was formed

In pariiculor, ong cnnol conclude anything significant about the
nature of the rual used by a Grand Lodge as to its Anbient or “modern™
content, based only on the designation as F.&A M. or AF &AM, Many
Grand Lodpes usz an amalpamation of the forms, and it would take detailed
study. (never having been dome to my knowlzdae), to determine the precise
provenance of cach American Grand Lodge’s nitual contents. It docs appoar
that Pennsylvania mayv adhere most closcly to the work of the Anticnts, while
a northern tier of states, ronning from Coanacticut through Minnesota and
perhaps farther west, proserves the “modem” ntual most clasely. [n those stares
where a ritnal eipher is permitted, which saems to be more a charactenstio of
the “moderns™, the incompneation of changes to the ntual oveur wilh much
berver frequoney (a fairly obvious observabion). An example 15 the plirase “any
be due”™ which is synenymouslyv rendered “aught be due” m the apparently
“medemn” jurisdiciions: the substitution of a common word {“any™) for an
archaic ong (“aught™) is a nawral evolution of an oral tradition, while the
reverss substitutim virually never occurs in oral transmission. The states with
a printed ritual cipher have maimtained “auglt” while “any™ bas appeared in
those slales eschewing such writlen aids.

Incadentally, there are two junsdictions which use neither F.&A M. nor
AR &AM, the District of Columbia uses F A &A M., and South Carolina
uses AF.M.. Again, these are distinctions without any el difference,

Various suppositions are made about “four-letter” Lodgas vs “three-
letier’” Lodoes and relationships to Prinee Hall (P H.A.) Masonry and issues of
recognition, but these are cntirehy unfounded.
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OLD MASONIC TOASTS

[by: Ven Brother Michael Jenkyns, PSM, Colong] By Council, Me, 217]

This bricef presentation was prepared some time ago and has recontly
been updated with seme material which has come from my several years of
tesearch into military Lodees. That is a topie for a scparate discussion or even
g zerics of discussions duc to its nature and the impect which our military
brethren have had around the globe.

Many cxpressions have been nsed to deseribe what happens on closing
A Lodge, Roval Arch Chapter, or other masonic body- Social Hour, Banquet,
Festive Board, Refectory and Refoction arc a fow. But they are not properly
Masenic, Gengrally speaking our ritual refers 1o brethren “heing called from
Labour to Refreshmeant” and from “Fefreshment to Labour™, Tha time devioted
to this activity should be referred fo as “At Refreshmant” in the same mannir
as “At Lebour! and “At Wark™

Toeday we traditicrally close our meetings and procesd to “take
refrestument”, However, we know from evidence that refreshment was onginally
a partl of the Lodpe proceedings and that these procesdings would often last
well bevond midmght. Muost early Lodpes were held in separate (ooms i a
Tavern or Inn. Thus the Lodge would b2 opeoed and work undezraken inoa
room in which thers would be a table with food and drink. The Lodpz would be
called fram labour to refreshment and after 2 sufScient period, called from
refreshment to labour, This could be donc several times in an evening,
Eventually, if there was no further work, the Lodes would be closed. Todaw,
how=ver, this has changed and we wswally close the Lodge first and procesd o
refreshment,

The custom of sharing refroshments is of great anfiquity, itz origing
being 50 old as to be lost in time. The North American Indian custom of giving
and receiving tobacco was a tacitly and understocd guarantes of fricndship,
comparable to the “breaking of bread™. Each man standing surefy for the other

Like refreshment, taking wine (or “having a drink™) i5 also evidencs of
sociabifity and frendship. The acticn whereby the hozt first pours a small
portion in his own cup, then serves his friends, and then finishes with himszlf,
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15 meant i show that the dnnk has not been poisoned. Another wav iz for
aeveral peoplz to share the zame cop, with the host drinkimg first Baoth of these
were important actions m the days when often the best way (o dispose of your
enemy was by poisoning his food and drink. However, there are cases where
gven this good mtention of demonstrating fendship took a nasty tum. Ceneral
Allenby {whom we may remember from the book The Scven Pillars of Wisdom
or the movie Laurence of Arabia) partook of wine from the same cup as his
Arab liends to eal a pact of frizndship between Britain and her Allies just
before the Second World War, The cup was unfortumately mmfected with
Cholera bacilh and Allznby reprettably died.

Az part of the Refreshment, we traditionally undertake a scries of
Toasts as a pledge of our friendship to onc ancther, and to others, or
orgarnizations, to which we arc in some way obligated. and which we, on an
individual level, mav not have direct knowledge. “The Queen and the Crafl”™ 15
ore: “The Grand Mastor and the Greand Lodge of . ¢ 7 is another; * Absent
Brcthren” recalls to us those wha through illness, business or family demands
canno!t be with ug: "Tathe Visitors”, and on,

| want cloaz by bringmg this short discusswn arourd (oo finding which
camis aut af iy resenrch into military Lodpes, although, untorunately, 1t s not
aboail @ military Ledge,

On June 6, 1755, the Grand Lodee of lreland, m Dublin, tssued
Wizrmant Nu. 237 (o Bros. William Jolnston as Worshipful Master, and Samuel
East and James Thompson as Wardens of The Orange Lodge of Belfast
Unofficially (although cccasionally eceurring in correspondence) the Lodge
was also known as “The Gentlemen's Lodge”. Although the Lodge was
considered unsuccessful at first (regstering onlv 16 members in its first B vears
and no more untl after 17807, in 1781 it admitted 70 members and by June
1810, the Lodge had 226 rogistered members, On June 7, 1810, for reasons
which are not stated, the Warrant was surrendered 1o Grand Lodge

As with many carly Lodges, mestings were Sequently beld in reputable
Taverns where the festive board was extensive and the toasts many. This Lodge
was no exception and The Orangs Lodee of Belfast i3 reported in the Ahiman
Rezon of 1752 (5th Edmion, published in Doblm) as meeting fortmghtly (every
rwn wocks) at The Doneeall Arms, Belfast

I'he archives of the Grand Lodge of Ireland reveal that the following
was the normal series of loasts which seem to have been in use by this Lodge
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in the period 1782- 1300:
1. May Wisdom, Sirength, end Beauty, be ever the Supporters of Masonn

2. May every Mason, who stands in need of Friendship be able to call “Eurcka
= ] have found it"

=

- May the Tuscan Order support us; the lomc guide us, end the Connthian
reward us.,

4, May Virtue be the Abutment and Wisdom the Key-5Stone, of the Lodge.

L=

. May cach Mason revers The Book, Compass, and Squarc.

5. Mav the disinterested Friendship showa by Frectmasons to each other. be
universaliyv diffuzssd,

-~

Moy Beauty and Merit be the Beward of Vinue and Seorecy

& To the Memory of ald Cynion [prahabiy Gaelie far “ald fidend "
whivh f v oy the equivalend of today s Toast lo “Absent Brethren |

e

. The Roval Arch —that —  [Nove: the worging of this foast 15 incomplele
corrcd o anvceiaeral since the Crramed Lodge was conytomily insiructing
Lodges io refraln from reporting their Roval Arch and Knight
Templar aetivines in Lodgs Minutes and records, preferriang that they
be ket separately. |

10, To every beauteous, charming She, Who loves the Craft and Masonory.

11. May she who'd Masonry revike, Ne'er meet 2 Mason's gracious Smilz, On
carth be a neglected Belle, And when from this - bad Apes m Hzll,

12, All Knights Templars round the Globe,
13. All Roval Arch Excellent Free Masons,

14, May none ever bo admitted Members of this Ledge, but such as shall be
found warthy of the Mark.

15. All Mark Masons round the Glohe
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1£, All Boval Masters who become Pillars to gach other.

17 May the pallant Volunteers of Ircland invariably unite in Brotherly Tics,
and he as farthfiul 1o cach other az Freemasons have ever boen foumd
tobe.  [Ar the dime of the Fremeh Revalurfon ard annll the deatn of
NoTeear, Ry Soasal Toems, s well gt courihes, raised Foimraers
ar wall av other types of mijitia to provide for local policing and
cheferice. A yort of WWIT “Home Guord™ or LOV |

14, The Memones of our frst three Grand Masters.
1%, May we ever be mindful of Judas” Fate

20, May the virtuous Resolutions of Ireland be initiated by Great Britain, and
may the two Mations ever go Hand in Hand, united in patnotic
Pursuits and liberal Szntiments, to the Glory of our Brother the King,
the Exaltation of our Country, and the certam Oherthrow of our
combined Foes.

21. The Memory of our Sister, Allworthy, of Mewmarket. [ regrel
mat Being able af this nme to ldemtify this pardowlar Lodge |

Perhaps the next time we partake of refreshment at the closz of a
meating, we may remember (hat it is not mere pavzical nounshment, bt a
symbolic ceremotry whers we are pladzing (and re-pledging) our fnendship with
our companions who are present. This symbolism extends to those whom we
foast, What an meealive ths 15w live o peace and barmony, 1o face the world
with its challenges, and to be ready once agan to meet with our friends and
compamions when mext we mest, after having received our summons.

LS S S R 4 v
Blue, The Colour of Freemasonry
|ov: Ven. Bro. Raymond 5. ). Damels, PSM Medwayosh Council No. 62]
And God said,
“Let there be light!™
And there was hght.

Accordmg to both biblical mythology and sciamific kypothesis,
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Creatinn began wath a dazzling senburst of blazmg hght - he Big Bome! And
s0 beging every Brother's new hife in Masonry. From the moment when the
Initiale is “restored (o tae blessing of moierlad JTght™ the steady, unvarving
prurset, the life-long quest of every Free and Accepted Mason is further Light.
e Freemason, explonng the hidden mysteries of nature and scicnce, heeds the
call enunciated by the poet, William Wordsworth (1770-1850)

Canne forih i the lght of things,
Lel nature be vour Teacher

The Craft Lodge and the myriad of degroes and orders conferred in all its
appendant and concordant bodies were created and contimu? to exist 1o fulfil
this obsession for Masonic enl:ightenment,

Light naturally produces colour. Indead in a simple experiment we all
performed as schoolboys, it can be demonstrarced that white light 15 composed
of a wholz spectram of colours. As if by magic, passing sunlight through a
prizm produces a rambow of seven colours: vielet, indigo, biue, grean, vellow,
orangc ard red. Sir Isanc Newton, the English mathematician and physicist
discovered this phenomenon, known as refraction, in 1666

The ingennity of man soon fxund wavs and devised means of imitating
nature. In prehistonic times eave paintings wera brightly coloured and animal
skins were dved. Furthermore, from the earhest times, the use of colour soon
azsumed svmholic meaning. OF particular interest o us as Masons, there s
histoncal evidence that proves pur enoent operative brethien employved colour
svmbolism. When the temple at Ur i Sumer, built in the second millenninm
BCE, was unearthed in 1923 by the British Archeologist, Sir Charles Leonard
Woaley, the stage pyramid, or zippurat was coloured: the lowest levels black,
the upper red, the topmost shrine was faced with blue-glazed tiles, and the
structure was crowned with a canopy of gold. To those ancicnt Sumerians, who
inhabited lower Mesopotamia, “the Jand beteesn the o rvers” (now southern
Traag) aend thie sive of the earliest human civilization, thess colours represented
the dark Netherworld, the habitablz Earth, the sky, and the sun.

The history of the lsraslites recorded in the Old Testament is replets
with many references to the specific use of colowr 1 symbolize roval rank and
priestly function. In the Book of Exodus we read that the ten curtains of the
Tabernacle of Moses were to be made “of fine twined linen, and blue, and
purple. and scardet - the roval colours, The vestments wom by Aaron, the high
pricst, were richhy embroidered: “And they shall make the ephod of gold, of

22 The Architect 2001

blue. and of purple, of scarlet, and fine twined lincn wiath cunming wark.™
[Frodfus 28-6] Swmificantly, the epriad of the Hebrew: priesis was an apron type
earment of linen. (We might note in passing that the motto in Hebrew “Kogesh
da-Adana™ - Haltness ro the Lovd - which was engraved on the plate affixed
b the High Priest’s mitre, was adopled as the motto of the United Grand Lodge
of England, and appears in the Amms of the Grand Lodee of Canada in the
Provincs of Untano, )

Hiram, Sobumon’s frignd and political ally, ruled the city-kingdom of
Tyre, the most unportant city of ancient Phocnicia on the eastern coast of the
Mediterransan Sea. At this period, around 100 BCE, the Pheenicians were the
most notable traders and sailors of the ancient werd., Onz of their pincipal
industries was the manufacture of textiles and dves In particular, they
produced 2 rich purple dve with a hue between violet and red, called Tyrian
purple, derved from the Murex shellfish found in the Mediterranean Sea. (The
wuord Phonecian is derived from the Greek word porphura = purple ) The
biblical land Canaan was “the land of purple ™

Hiram. {oz Frant g8 the name is piven in 7 Cararicles), the master
craftsman imported from Tyre to act 25 chief architect of the first Temple at
Jerusalem, is deseribed as “a cunning man, endued with understending . .
skalfin] to work in gold. and in silver, in hrass, in iron, in stoee, and in timber,
in purple. in bluc, and in fine linen, and in crimsan.” |1 Chrenicles 2:03-14]

In the Book of Fxther we read the stocy of Mordecad, the Jewash hero
wha sived his paople exiled in Persia from massaces and annihilation, Through
the influential imterception of Quesn Esther. King Alasucus spared Mordecai's
Irfi and rewarded him with his appointment as grand vizer. The moral lesson
of the slory, which biblical scholars suggest 1s historical fiction, is included as
an important part in the mval ceremonics of the Order of the Eastern Star. In
robeas befitting hes new rank and station: “Mordocad went out from the presence
of the king in roval apparel of blug and white, and with a great crown of gold,
and with a fing garmenl of fine linen and purple.” [Esther & 13]

The Raoval Purple; The darker hoe of “garter blue”, bemg a blend of
red and blue, is more precisely described s “purple.” Purple eloth was wom
as a symbol of rovalty or high office. To be “clothed in purple - the purple of
kings” denotes dignity and supreme, or roval, autherity. In the earty days of e
Roman Empire, the Imperial family and the nobility wore purple, and as late
25 the 4* Centary CE, cloth coloured with Tyrian purple was recognized as the
gvrrhod of ronsalty
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Perhaps the most convincing evidence for the influence of Hebrew
religious tradition on Masonic calours as they are used on regalin, is found in
this descriptive passage: "(The Lard spake vmn Mnses, saymg) Speak unto the
children of lsracl, and bid them that they meke fringes on the borders of Uwear
garments . and that ihey pat on the fringe . . . a nbband of blwe." | Numbers
15:38-40] The bluz border seems to prefigurs the bordsr of sky blue nbbon
which adoms the Master Mason apron. The morzal exbortation given in this
passage in the Old Testamenl seems to resonate through the Apron Chargs:
“Speak Lo the suns of Istael and tell them to put tassels on the hems of their
garments and to put a violet cord on this tasssl at the hem. You must have a
laszsel, then, and the sight of 1t will remind you of all the commands of Falwert,
You are to put them mic practice then, and no leager follow the desires of voar
own heart and vour 2yes, which have led you to make wantons of yourselves,
[Wumbery 15:38=40 Jerusalem Bible] In the words of the ritual, “it 15 meant to
remind vou of those importamt dutics which you have just solemnly engaged

voursalf o perform.”

In the Old Testament scriptures the Hebrew word “rekeler”, a word
which denotes “perfction”, and which the Authorized Version {1611)
translatcs as “Bhe’”, is probably more accurately interpreted as “purpie-hlne™
or “vioder”. Remember, however. that the only English transiation of the Bible
readilyv available to ritualists and symbalists in the cightoenth and ninetesnth
contury was the Authorized, or King Tames, Verswon

Blue, daricly, deaply, beanifully bilue .
Robert Southey (1774 - 1853)

Betore we embark on & consideration of the prevalence of the colour
blue in Freemasomry, it maght be helpful and informative to examine the
svmbolism of colour m general and blue in particular as it has been emploved
by paople throughout the ages in many cullures.

In his thorough study of the subject, The Secret Lamguoge of
Svmebols; A Viswa! Key fo Symbols and Their Meanings (1994), Dr. Davad
Fontana, Protessor of Psychology at the University of Wales, stablishes
several basic premises: 1) All visual symbels have both shape and colour, 2)
The symbolic language of colours is related to the hues of the natural world,
£.g. blue sky, red blood, gold sun. 3} Colours have an impact on our emotians,
2 psycholopical effect with the ability “to arousc or to tranquilize, to gladden
or depress ™ In terms of cvervday expericnoes we all “see red” when angry,
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“torn green” with emvy, and “feel blue” when anhappy. Life itself is "s:.::lmlrl_:'u]"
and, hy contrast, either black or white, the absence of colour, symbaolizes
Dzl

While our Grand Jurnisdiction deprecates the term, we have often
heard, particularly by our brethren in the Uhmited Stawes, the Craft Lodges
colloquially described as “Bine Lodpes”, and the st three degrees referred to
as “Blue Degrees” or collectively 2s “Blie Freemazsonry” Sumlarly, Chapters
in Capitular Masonry as known as “Red Lodges”, from the predominarnt coloar
of the regalia worn by Roval Arch Masons

The heavens deciove the plory of God
and the firmament sheweth his handiwork

Psalm 12

As with most symbols adopted and adapted to illustrate the moral
teachings of Fraemasonry, blue, the colour of the sky, has been recognizod at
all times and congsidersd by diverse cultures a beneficent colour. a gymhbol for
things ef the sparit and the intellect, dencting piety. eternity (applicd to Deity),
irmartality {applied to man), chastity, sincerity, and fidelity. Itiza gymhbal of
the truth, and whas is true is eternal. Thus, blus symbolizes the etermity of God
and man’s hope is immortality. [Bicdermann, Hans. [Dicitonary af Symbolism,
1954

The Caglish essavist and poct John Addisen (1672-1719) sang.

The spacious firmament on higs,
with afl the hiuve ethereol sk,
e spamgled heavens, a shining frame,
thetr grear Original provioim,

The Junior Warden tells the Entered Apprentice that “The covering
of a Masemic bodpe is a celestial canopy of divers colours, even the beavens.”
In the northem hemisphere the clear shy generally appears as light blue, which
in heraldic terms we eall azore, m painting cernfean (Plen celeste, heavenly
blue, from the Latin caelum, heaven), or séy dlue (the colour stipulated for
regalia in the Aeok of Conslitufion),

. her hug she derives from ihe Slue vault of heaven .
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Bluc, the colour of ta2 skv iz a symbol of the umverslily of
Freemasonry. Albert Mackay (1807-1881) gives us this imterpretation and
implics 2 moral application “It, is 1o Ure Freemason a symbel of universal
friendship and heagvolence, as it 15 the colour of the vaull of heaven, which
embraces and covers the whols globe, we are thus remindsd that in the breast
of every brother these virtues shoukd be equally as extensive.”

The Golkowing linzs are included in the Masanic catechizm of William
Preston {1742-1814), the great English rimalist, on which so much of our
modem Masonic ritval 1= based.

How do we see the Masrer?
With homage and respect we would hail him master of the att.

How should he be clothed?
That the world sheuld mark s consequence, we should clothe him
in royal robes, blue, purple and searlot

Wi

Because those oolours acom the thrones of easiern monarchs,
celeorated for their pageantry, and of such colours was the veil of the Tempte
of Jeruzalem composed, which atracted the attention of the twelve tnbes of
[sranl.

Wiy winelel yint thus eislingneh mim?

That by (his tegtumony of our regard we might exemplify to the world
our opinson of lus ment, and afford hun an opportunity to display his superior
skill and talent, before the world, that he might receive the honours to which he
was Justly entithed.

At the Umion of the two English Grand Lodges, the Book of
Cuonstitution, 1815, specified that the roseties, lining and edging of aprons
should be “sky blue”, callars “light blue” and “garter blue” for Grand Lodge
and Provincial Grand Lodge Officers, The English Masonic scholar Bemard
Jones suggests that, “The English Grand Lodge, in choesing the colonrs of ms
clothing, was geided mainly by the colours associated with the Noble Orders
af e Garter and the Bath ™ Can it be mere eoincidence that the eolours of the
two old English universitics are respectively doep blue - Chglord Bie, and light
blue - Cambridge blue. At the formation of the Grand Lodge of Canada in
1455, the clothing of the United Grand Lodge of England was adopted. sky
blue for Lodze members, and garter blue with pold trimming for Grand Lodge
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Oxficers

In the science of heraldry, azure 15 the term used o donote the colour
blue, an emblem of fdehty and truth. The colowr is represented in heraldic
devices by honzootal lines, The operative masen must of nocessity
continuously “try levels and prove Fovizontals " by applving s “level” the
basic testing tool of his ancient Craft. Once again, [ ask you, can this be merely
a happy coincidence®

In his helpful study of Svmbalism The Perfect Ashlar (1963), the
Reverend Brother John T. Lawrence, admitting that “The attempt to denive
ethical teaching from the clothing of a Freemason must always yield mo o
lese fanciful results™ relates 2 lacture with rongue-in-cheek that purported the
azire or fight Alue “which disongnshed brethren still m the hghling line was
thz eolour of the sky when the sun was still pursuing his daily course, the
perod of industry and lakour. But the purple or the dark biue was ths colour
of the skv when the sun had retired and the penod of rest had set in.” Elsewhere
in the same shady, discuzsing Masonic Tithes and Digmties, Lawrence suggests,
more saricusly, that the regalia of Grand Offce 1 of a darker shade of blaz,
“inasmuch as these part:cular brethren had to work harder than their fellows,
whuse fleld of labour was conlined to the private lodge, 1t was degrable thas
they should wear something of a colour that would less readily show the stains
af tonl

An old adage runs, “Trae bive will mever staid’ = A0 CXPression
which is often quoted to imply that “a really noble fears will never duegrace
itseff" This meral takss its origin from the common practice of butchers, who
wear dack blue aprongs and blouses because they do not show hloodsmains,
inevitable in the practice of their trade. All Freemasons will readiby racall the
assurance given at the conclusion of the Apron Charge when the Candidale 1
mvested in the First Degree = “§# vou never dizgrce that hadye it will never
aisgrace you."

Atthe end of the dav we are left with vet another of those unansweared
(pethaps vnanswerable?) questions which intrigue and fascinate the semows
Masonic stedent “Did ancient swmbolism inspire the eolowrs of Freemasonry,
or were they first chosen and the symbalism then found fo fir them®” Bro.
Bemard Jones concludes, "Whichever came first - svmbolism or colours if s
undemahle that Froemasanry attaches considerable impertance to colowrs.”

S il e e I R T
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ACACIA
An Important Symbol in Freemasonry

[by: Bro. Arhur G. Wolfe, Medwayosh Council No 2]

From the dictionary, we learn fat the Aeazia or Egyvptian Thom s
a genus of woody plants of warm regions having pinnats leoves and white o
vellow flower clusters. The Acacia is widespread around the world and 13
gencrally found in dry sandy terrein It vanes in beight from a low shoub o a
tree of great height The trea looks like the mucherry tree. [t had a bard wood,

The Acacia tree has deep roots and survives through droughl and
famine. It is a srrong tree which provides shelter for wild animals [rom the
sapring hear af the sum. | also provides Ffood and nourishment,

The “gum’ which 15 obtaimed from i is “Cum-Arabic”. 1 12 water
soluble and is uzed particularly i the manufacture of adhesives, mks,
confectionery, in textile finishing and in pharmazy. It is also called “Gum
Acacia”,

I Canada, it 15 not considered a native tree, bot iz now faarly
coftmon in southern Ontario. Here it is known as the Honev-Loeust, Three-
Thomed Acacia or Sweet Locust (Crledirsio triacaniios LY. In fivcurable
canditions it will attam heights of 70 to 100 foet [21.3 - 30.5 m] with diameters
of 2 to 3 foet [60.9 - 91.4 em]. There are 12 spacies winch grow in North
America. but only one grows in Canada. The wood 15 heavy, hard and strong
and is desirable for its durability in conditions tavourable o decay which make
it snitable for posts, railwoy ties, fumiture and gencral construction,

In Africa, some tribes place & sprig of Acacia at the head or foot of
the decensad's prave. Tha cuture of the indhviduz! tribe determines the locarion
of the sprig  Yet the meaning is the same.  The gprig’s roots will reach into the
by and form a ladder for the soul o take upon its poumey to the wpper waorld.
As the sprig rzaches maturity, the branches of the tree wall reach the heavens
and allow the soul to reincarmate back to the tnibe a5 2 newbormn chuld. The
birthing tree is often the dead Acacia sprig. This niualistic wse of the Acacia
iz not exclusive to Africa. The same meaning 1o the sprig of Acacia 15 scen in
parts of the Middle East, Asia, Australia and parts of South Amenica.

Perhaps it :s no coincidence at all, Carl Jung talks about “universal
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Archetypes' found throughout mankind. Maybe the use of the Acacia at the
erave 15 a rilualistic archetvpe of mankind iself. | has a prominent place in
Freemasonry

In the Brbie, the Acacia is called *Shimim™, which 1s the pleral of
“Shittah” This singular use of the word appears only once in the Bfile, in
Fraialh 41: 19, to quate: T will plant in the wildemess the cedar, the Shittah
tree, and the myvtle, and the oil tree, and e pine tree, and the box tres
together™, Tt was considered a sacred tres among the Hebrews, and n the
building of the first tomple, Moses was ordered to make the tabemacke, the ark
of the covenant, the shewbread table, on altar and the rest of the sacred
furnitare (Exodhs chapters 25, 26 and 27)

By the Jow, the Acacia tree fram whose wood the sanctuary of the
tabernacle and the Haly Ark had been constructed, would ever be viewed as
maore sacred than ordinary (rees

It became a custom amang the Hebrews to plan: a sprig of Acacia at
the head of the grave of a departed ftiend. It was a plant believed 10 be
imcornuntible, and not lable o injury from attacks of any kind of inscct or other
amimal, or the vaganes of weather — thus symbolizing the immortality of the
soul,

The carly Frecmasons therefore, very naturally appropriated this
halboweed plant to be equally sacred purpose of a symbol, which was to teach
an important diving truth in all ages to come.

In the Historical leeture in the Third Dagres, King Solomon sent 15
Fellowcraft 1o search for the Grand Master, Hiram Alnf, who disappeared from
the construction site of his temple  Three of them accidentally found the
irmproperly interred body and in onder o find the location afier reportimg o
King Soloman, “planted a sprig of Acacia at the head of the grave™,

To Freemasons, the Acacia is the symbol of the immorality of the
soul. The perpetual renewal of the evergreen plant, which uninterruptedly
presents the appearance of vouth and vigowr, is aptly compared o that spiritual
Iifa in which the senl, freed from the corruptible companionship of the body,
shall enjoy etermal spring and an smmortal youth, In the mmpressive funcral
service of our onder it is said, ““This evergresn is an emblem of our faith m the
immaralizy of ihe soul, by it we are reminded of our high and glarious destiny
beyvond the world of shadows, and that there dwells within our tabernacle of
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clay an imperishable and immortal spint which the grave shall never receive,
and over which death has no deminion™

The Acacia is also considered to be a symbol of mnocence and
mItATIonN,

The word ARAKIA fareef, mn the Greek language, significs both
the plant in questinn and the moral guality of nnocence or purity of life. In this
sensa, the svmbal refers, primanly, to im over whose sclitary grave the Acacia
was planted, and whese virtuous conduct, whose integrity of life and fidelity to
his trusts, have ever been presented as patterns to the Craft, and conscquently
tex all Master Mzsons, who by this mterpretation of the ssmbol, are imvited 1o
emulate his example

In 2l the ancient initiations and religions mysterics there was some
plant peculiar to each, which was consecrated by its own esoteric meaning, and
which oconpred an impertant pesition in the eclcbration of initiation rites. Thus
it was that the plant, whatever it might be. from ite constant and promment use
in the ceremonics of initiation. came at lengih to be adopred a the symbol of
that initiation.

For cxample, the “Letiuce” was the sacred plant n the mysteries of
Adoniz: the “Lotus™ was that of the Brahmanical riles of [ndia, and from tem
adopted by the Egvptians, (the Egvptians alse reversd the Erica or Heath
plant). The “Mustletoe” was a mystical plant among the Druids, and the
“Myrile” performed the same office of symbolism in the mysteries of the
Grecks, In all of these ancient mystenies, while the sacred plant was symbolic
of intiation, the muation itself was gvmbolic of the resurrection to a firture life,
and the immortality of the soul. In this view, Freemasonry is 10 us now in place
of the ancient initiations, and the Acacia is substituted for the aforementioned
plants. The lesson of wisdom is the same — the medium of impacting it is all
et Ias changed,

I'he Acacia then is the symbol of three cxplanations. 1t is the symbal
of immortality, of inmogence and of imtiation. Thus, in this ona symhbol we are
taught that in the initiation of e, in which the initiation in the Third Degree
is simply emblematic, innocence must for a tme lie n the grave, al length
however, to be called, by the word of the Great Architect of the Universe, toa
blissful immacreality

In this hitle and apparently msigmficant symbol, one of the most
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mmpertant and significant in Masonic scicnoe, we have a beautiful suggestion
of all the mysteres of ife and death, of time and eternity, of the present and of
the future.

R = R = SO R < 4 T R
FAST MASTER'S DEGREE
|by: Bro. Frank H. Hugston, Kawartha Council No. 143]

In the early days of Royal Arch Masoary. The degree of the Holy
Roval Arch was controlled by the Symbelic or Craft Lodge, ané was limited
to those who had served the office of Master of a Lodge. Upaon the separation
of the junisdictions, the requirement of Past Masters status was dropped and the
virtual Past Masters Degree was introduced m the United States nstensibly 1o
fill the void in knowledge of candidates without Past Master's status

English constitutions forbade the practice from 1326 and it lingered
15 some junsdictions until 1854

The Past Master's Degres was eonfierred on candidates by the Grand
Chapter of Canada until 1894 at which time 1 was dropped “owing to an
irregularicy in its working™ passibly alhuding o miproper use of the Master's
wird

The folkowing details of the Past Master's Degree are excerpted from
Richardsons Monitor of Fres Masonny™.

The Degres stats with a hurried messape to the presuding Master
requering his urgeat presence clsewhers. The Master asks the candidate to
wail, and of course he agrees, At this point the Junior Warden jumps up and
undicates that the Degree must be conferred that night becanse of his future
unavailability. The Junior Warden then nominates the Senior Warden to fill the
Master's chair, but many memibess object to this procedure. Eventually the
candidate s nominated to preside over the Lodge. The Master then indicates
theat the candidate cannot fill the Master’s chair until he has given his ascent to
the Ancient Kegulations and taken an cbligation regarding the Master’s char.

The Candidate has no objection. and goes throngh that farmiliar parl
of the installation of a Master where the readmg of the Ancienl Charges takes
place, and to which he givos his ascent.
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The ohligation aliudes to additicnal obligations concemning the Past
Master™s Degree, support of the General Grand Chapter of the Limred States,
and that Degres will not be conferred upon any who has not recerved the
previous four Deprees.

The cbhgation gocs on as follows:

Furthermore do 1 promdse and swear that 1will aid and assis all poor and
indigent Past Master Masons, Uit widows and crphans wherever
dispersed round the globe, they applving to me as such and T finding them
warthy, so far as my power without matenal mjury 10 myself or family.

"This certainly has a familiar ring upon review of the obligation n the
14" Degree.

The obligation carrics on demanding the protection of & brother s
secrets. murder and treason excepted. W all know that is previously covered
The candidate promises not to wrong any brother, and that during his governing
afthe Lodge he will use his ummost endsavour 10 preserve peace and hammeny
among the brethren. He then promiscs. in addition o all his previous
obligations. never to pronouncs the Fast Master's word at any inappropriate
tane, under the threat of having his tomgnse “split from tip to 1ot so that he may
b thereafter unable 1 pronounce 1™

The candadarz then recaivas the signs, gop and word of a Past Master
Mason (in this degros)

The Master now steps off with his l=ft foot and then places the heel
of Kis right foot at the tos of the =l o as to bring the two feet at right angles
and male the right angle of 2 square. He then gives the sign placing the thumb

of his nght hand, fingess clenclied, upon the lips. It alludes 1o the penalty of

having his tongue split {rom tip to root. He gives the second sign by placing his
right hand upon the leii side of lus neck and drawing it edgewise downweards
in a diagenal direction towards the cheht side as to cross the three former
penaliies.

A very complicated procedure for conveving the grp of a Pasi
Master (in (us Degree) follows at which time the ward is conveyed

Richardson decs not allude to whit thiz word i2; this i rather strange
because he covers the words inoall the ether Degroes
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The candidace is now seatod m the Master’'s chair, and the Haly
Writings. fumiture, constitution, and working teels of the Logge are conveyed
to him for sefe keeping. The brethren salute the new Master, and the retiving |
Mastar indicates that he leaves the government of the Lodge to him and takes
a seat among the hrethren

The Senior Wianden, followed by the res: of the officers of the Lodge,
steps up and dehivers his jewe! and gavel to the Master indicating his
resignation from office. The retired Master suggests that the candidate implore
the cfficers o resuroe their cliairs, and after considerable confusion they do so
However, there appears to be a necessity to elect a Treasurer for the Lodge,
and the retired Master goes on to indicate the need o fill this important office.

At this point the candidats loscs contral of the Lodge and general .'h
confusion takes place. Severz! brethren vie for the nomination; others propass
they call off and have a dance and sing-song. another proposes an hour of
refreslunent, sconcone knocks off the Master”s hat, someonc proposes (hal Lhe
ducs be reduced and this motion s seconded . The Master ia called upon to put
it toa vote. Evervthing is done to confioss the candidate. Ultimately the mation
passes and the retised Master points ot 1o the candidate that he has broken his
obligation by in fact redueing the duzs eontrary 10 Grand Chapler regulations

It 12 finally pointed oot thal the candidale appears ncompetent to
rule, end should consider resigning o [avour of the former Master, whech of
course he does, and abdicares the seat cheerfully,

A lecture of the Depree follows, and the work is closed off.

[t can easily be seen that this degree has no real place in Royal Arch
Masonry, it does not allude or connect to anything in the ether three Deprees.
Therefore, one must conclude that cur forebcars in Roval Arch Masoary in
Canada wers correct i dropping it from the ntual

LR R R« 0 = Sk L A + SR+ S
WHY ATTEND MASONIC LODGE?

Iby; Ven. Bro. John W. Reynolds, SM, Kawartha Council, No. 143]

During reeent visitations to several Masonic Lodges on the Grand
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Registry of Prince Edward Island, i.¢. Mizpah Lodge No 17 (Eldon), Fletoria
Lodge No, 2 {Charlottetown), Firam & Lebanon No 3 (Summerside), MY
Zion Ledse Mo, 12 (Kensington) and Prince of Wales Lodge No. 18 (Whealley
River), discussions arose concéening why some members are less than regular
in their attz=ndance at Lodge. The following presentation centres on U
highlights of these discussions.

Those who attend Lodge get moee out of Freemasonny than those who
do not. That 15 an axiom, evervene knows 1t. So, why do not more attend — or
attend more frequently? Do they think they have received most of what Lodpe
has to offer, and the extra value is not worth the xtra timz!

Bu: if those who do attend more do believe the extra is wnrrh_th.:
time, what 15 that exira? What are they getting that the others arz not? And just
how much exlra vilee does it have?

To find cut, there is o peint in asking those who dn not athend
frequenty. How could they possiblv know” Well, thers is one zrgument thal
savs vou can pet a lot out of reading about Freemasonry. You can buy beoks,
and subscriptions, and memberships in rescarch lodges, and stay home and
read. Dut does all the Lisht available from Freemasonry shine foll brighthy
through its words alone? Ask thase who attend Lodge often. They say, "Mo.”

They cav there is mare, much more. They first remind us that we are
a fraternity, a heotherhood, a colkection of tens of thousands of places where
Freemazons meot, preel and share; that they get extra value ot of the oxtra
activitica of mecling, greciing and sharine: meeting Lodpe members and
visitors; going to other Lodpes and meeting more Freemasons in Alberton and
Georgztown, Summerside and Charlotictovn, Wheatley River and Lindsay and
Peterborough, and Toroato, New York and Singapore; and grecting cach ather
with that special camaraderic that comes from having shared the expoaricnces
of the Degrees and the Oaths and Obligations and Examinations, and the
decisions in votes and ballots on Officers and now Candidates; the Depres
rehearsals and teamwork and attendane: at Divine Worship services and annual
banguets and Grand Lodge Aniwal Assemblics, and visits from Grand Masters
and from Grand Lodge Representatives from other jurisdictions all over the
world, that remind us we are the first and oldest and largest intemational
fraternity that belicves in nniversality; in which millions of members all share
beliefs in the Brotherhood of Man under the Fatherhood of God and the
immortality of taz soul; the shared experiences and belwefs that lead Lo strong
bonds of friendly and caring relationships, the mystic tie that binds us i what

34 The Architect 2001

our Memaorial Service describ=s as “the reciprocal inter¢enrse of kind and
friendly acts to matually promote the welfare and happincss of cach other”™

You can get all that by reading abour it™

“No", say those who attend Lodge frequently. You get it through
sharing. We share a flowing stream of mutual experiences; a frequency of
reneveed friendships; a sharng of nwal work and refreshing companionshig,
and a sharing of the &nowledye imbedded in the fabric of Freemasonry, in its
rituals and the design of bow Lodges operale; knowledge conceiming important
Lruths about life and living, knowledge that kads to clearer comprehension,
decper understanding. the Light each of us sought m Freemasonry; the Light
which some come to see more clearly than others, and prize more dearly, and
want morz ardently to share with mone of Their Brethren, who wish more
would attend Lodge more Frequently o the sharing could be as boundless as it
wis meant to be.

Fine words. Pleasant rhetoric,

But what iz the real substance? What can vou get through frequent
attendance at Masonic Lodges that you cannol get slzewhere, or some other
way'?

You can got clearcr angwers, for one thime. Answers W questions
every thinking Frecmason ask himself as he poes along. At least asks himself,
And often asks others. Or, hears them discussed. Questions about the origine
of the instrumon and rituals of Freemasonny, aboul why it came aboul, why it
lasted through centunies, and why it has had millices of members generation
afler penerabion, grandfthers and fathess and sons and cousins and unrelated
e who mught ctherwise have remamed strangers to each other. Queshons
about the meanngs of the words and phrases in the rtuals; about the reasons
fior choosang them; about the allusions and references and quotations, that rome
sey can lead you back in time to the onigins of all the great philosophics and
thechogies and religons — (o the answers our ancestors thought about deeply.

Sorme scpe? Who sy Those who attend Lodge frequently, that is who
say. They say that 1s the whole purpose of Freemasonry — to encourags you
to ask questions and consider answers, a long process of helping vou travel
your journey towards vour own happy conclusions

Loag process? Yes, The Light thar Frocmasonmy offers s ool shed all
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at once mn one blaze of Degree experiences It 15 nol contained only in the otual
words and phrases and allapones and alluswns. It 15 contamed as much ar morc
in the design and effect of the process — the process of artcnding Lodie and
participating in it activities through years and years

Few of the ideas expressed in the words and actions of Froemasonry
are unigue or exclusive. But the wayvs in which they are put together and
presened — the rilwal ways — there ts not anything clsc quite like it anywhere,
not m polential eifectivencss

Poteniiaf cffectiveness, There is what we are talkng abuul.
Freemasenry can have an enormously beneficsal effact in making a good man
better, 1f he fully exposes himself 1o all its potential, to its process, over fime.
It s just Lo complex, toc decp and wide, to absarh in o few sittmgs, ar cven
1 a few vears., 1t works its magic, spreads all its Light, and weaves ils mystic
LiEs, ﬂ_]f{l-ush & process which roquires time; time for questions Lo come 1o rovind;
time bo ask them: titme to realize many answers are nol wiillen dova, and arc
not casy to express; time to hear and consider the ulternative answers; time tc
draw personal conclusions

What questions”?

[= there Teally more o (he ritual than most people scem to realize?
That eughr to be one of the first questions, And the answer given hy those who
artend Lodpe frequently is a resounding “Yes™.

If symbols, allusions and allegories are used by Freamasons as
teaching [q_mis,-ab' the Ancient Mysteries did, and as all great rehgioms stall do,
have | attended often enough to leam how 1o understand and wse the tools of
Freemusonsv? Do | understand the symbolisms as well as | could? Have | asked
mlhers about them, discussed them, debated the possible interpretations?

If Freemasonry is a way of life founded on a philosophy proved
beneficial throughout the ages, do | understand that philosophy, that way of
life? Could [ understand &t better by ohserving more often how my Brothers
demonstrate it in Lodge?

Am 1 as proud of being a Freemason as my Brothers are? 1T nos,
what am 1 missing? Do I feel and filly understand the mystic tie that binds all
Freemasons together? Am | sharing that sense of close fnendship that other
members any exiars hetween them? 101 have not fulfilled the desire 1 had when
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I firat approached Freemasonry, why do those who continee to attend feel that
they have? What om | missing?

Can [ explain 1o a polential candidate the feelng one receives fom
the handclasp and words of welcome and good chesr, offersd by 50 many
Brethren when [ attended Lodge? Can | explan the Masonic meaning of the
word Brother?

Have [ received all the Light Freemasonry has to offer? If not, is that
because Fresmasonry does mot really offer as much as it claims; as muoch as |
expected when 1 jomed? Or, is it because I have not worked with it encugh; or
have not given it fall oppo-ndty to work with me. If some Brethren say they
get mere out of Freemasonry than | think 1 do, can | get that extra value
without attendma Lodee more often?

Ask yourself those questions, sincerely. Some. I am cortain, you waill
not be able to answer without attending Lodge. And that is ong of the answers!

Scck more answers. Scck them in Lodee. The great aim of our
insttution is 1o erable you 1o dizcover how to find them, and thus ease your
Joumeay and make von happisr

Crod bless vour travelling
(R R+ T - S T B e R
AN INTERESTING DIVERSION

Mot all Freemasons were man and public records pote the following
about the initiztion of a lady mto a Lodge in the 22nd Regiment of Foot. While
the story may be apocryphal it has been reported by Robert Freke Gould:
“The following announcement appeared in the Newcastle Cowrant of January
4, 1770: - “This i= to acquaint the public. That on Monday the first instant,
being the Lodge (or monthly mecting) Mite of the Free and Accepted Masons
of the 22d Regiment, held at the Crown near Newgate (Neweastle), Mrs Bell,
the landlady of the house, broke open a door (with a poker) thas had not been
opened for some time past, by which means she got into an adjacent room,
made two hales in the wall, and, by that stratagem, discoverad the secrets of
Freemazonry, and the, knowing herzelf to be the first woman in the world that
ever fonmd ont the secref, is walling to make 1t kmown o all her sex. 5o any lady
who 15 desirous of karming the secrels of Freemasonry, by applying (o tat
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well-learned Woman (Mirs Bell, that lived fiftean years i and aboul Mewgare),
may be instricted in the secrets of Freemasanry. ™ Gould goes o0 to note: Tt
would be inferestins to know,” contnues my authority, “how many pupils Mrs
Bell obtained, and why she appealed to her own sex in particular™.” [Source:
Robert Freke Gould, History of Fregmasonry, 1887, Volume 1l pp 357-398;
Gould cites his autherity as Chambers's Joumal, 1882, p. 400.]

T o T I+ SR R IR+ IR T

BIDDULPFH AND THE BLACK DONNELLYS
(From tales related by my Parents and Grandparents)

[byv Ven. Bro. Ron Culbert, SM, Colonel By Council, No 217]

{This paper hay been ineinded, not because it is aboi Freemasonry, il
hecause if provides a seefid and imferesting back-dreop of the seciely in a parl
af soutfwesiern Cntario during the ime of the lagt Provincial Crand Lodge
arid he formation of the Grand Lodge of Comada, The paper way delivered
at a recend Field Day held in Oiawa District in July 2000 - £d §

To give the following stories some credibnlity, [ want to put into
perspective and relate my interpretanions of the many tales told to me during my
vouth, My preat prandfather on my Dad’s side was William Culbert who
gettled on a 100 acre farm on concessicn road 5 of Biddulph Township around
| 860, Hlis son, my prandfuther, Wesley Wilson Culbert, inherited the farm at
William's death i 1910, My grandfather was born in 1863 and died in 1545,
when [ was 17, Some of the stonies may be fact or fiction as [ kave never haen
able to confirm them, However, my Grandfather, Grandmaother and my Dad
parszed these tales on W me. In an attempt to give them some crodibility, [ have
atndiad newspaper clippings from the tme of the “Biddulph Tragedy™ and
books by Thomas P. Kelly, Orlo Miller and Ray Fazakas.

My Disd was bomn on the family farm just one concession read West
and one mile North of the farm held by James Donnclly. My Dad's brother
Aljoe, owned and lived on the 5th concession farm back o hack wath the 5th
concession [Roman Ling) farm taken by James Donnelly. My family was
P robestactt as were most others on the Sth concession. On the other hand, most
everyane on the 5th coneszsion was Roman Catholic. Both fact:ons appear lo
have gotten along with ane another hut | do recall my mother telling the story
of her first visit to my Dad's home Tt would seem thal shortly after arriving af
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Dad’s home, my grandfather asked my mother to excuse Dad “for a bit” as they
had to got into town (Lucan). Looking out the window, Mather saw Dad pet
it the car carrying a stick, the size of a cane, with & large black knob on the
end of it. Both my Grandfather and Lncle also had similar sticks, It scems that
10 was election me n Lucan and both Protestants and Roman Catholics put up
slates of candidates for local glechion, The losing side would start the
donnybrook, Mother said that Dad came back a shert time later, still hanging
on by his shillelagh, nooe the worse for wear, Lucan's reputation as a free-for-
all town contineed until the cardy 1930

The village of Lucan was made up of Insh and Scots who had imm:grated from
“the Old Country™, [ am ked to believe that there were more [nish than Scots as
the village continues to proclaim an Irish kentage, The hard drinking Irizh
imgrants brought their feuds from Ireland to Lucan with them. Even theugh
it was a relatively small community, Lucan boasted of having nine bars, which
wag & lot, considering the size of the commumnity.

Tames Doonelly was born in 1816 in County Tipperary, lreland, the
som of 3 Trotestant mother and Roman Catholic father. He came o Canada
with his Protestan: wafe, Joharne, about 1847, James was & handsome man
with wavy, Black hair and an athlesic huild and stood about live [kt seven
inches tall

Intent on setiling ai Lucan, jusl porth of London, Ontano, the
Dommedly s journeyed to the Roman Ling leokimg tor a place to call their cwn
Even though thers were unclaimed lands available, they chose te scttle on land
already allocated to another immigrant. When the owner tried to take
possession, James Donnelly threatened to thrash him. The owner beat a hasty
retreat, later sslling the property to one John Farrcll, a big man and onc-time
blacksmuth who would not back dewn from anyone, However, when he tried o
claim the land, Dermnelly gave the larger man a merciless beating. Farrall
dragged himself awayv and attzmpted to get his purchased land beack through
litigation, When they next met, they were both at the same barn raising Baoth
became drunk, which was not unusual at these events, and they got into a
scrap. This time, Farrell appeared to e the winner until Donnslly prcked wp an
iron bar and bramed Farrell with it. Throe days later, Farrell died. The local
authorities then attempted to arrcar Domnelly only to learn that he had fled
After hiding out for nearly twe years in his ewn bush, Donnelly walked nto
Lucan and gave himself up. He subsaquantly spent seven years in pnsen for
rirder
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At the time of the imprisonment, James and Johanna Donnclly had
enght children - James Jr, William (who had a club foor), John, Parrick,
Michacl, Robert, Thomas and an enaly daughter, lenmie. It therafore fall wnto
Johanna to raise her famiby alone Johanna, who was very masculine wath stem
and swarthy featuras, wes strong enoogh 10 handle mosl frm chores hersell
She had a face that only a mother could love. In later years, she sported a small
Vandvke beard. Her red flannels were often seen as she worked in the figlds. By
her own standards she was no heauty.

All the seven years thal her husband was in jail, Johanna was
teaschung her brood how Lo Fad for themselves and take what they wanted The
buys became a rough and tough gang of seven. Enemies of the Donnellys. and
they were plenty, had bams bumed, iems stolen, cattie poizoned, crops
destroved with vandalism and vindictiveness, The Doonelly family alrcady had
a reputation for violence by the time James Senior retumed from jail. However,
{1 mexd fiewe yeans were relatively quiet by Lucan's standards. This was a time
For James vo become acquainted with his boys and for them to grow. During
this time only limited bam bumings, cattle mutilations, destruction and
poisoningrs wers reported. The vielims werc witncises agamst James Sendor, or
thoge with whom the Donncllvs had disputzs. As the boys prosy in phyzical
power, so did their reputations as ruffians and notoriery prow

The Donnelly boys wers reputed to be very good looking and
physicelly challenging. James Junior was six feet tall af age 15, William, who
had the ¢lub foot, was the thinker of the bunch. He was fearsd more than any
of the other bovs, They were all excellent fighlers and took every opportumnity
toy thrash thesr opponents, of which there were plenty, They had no respect for
the law and did oot mind taking a round out of the village law officers, They
used irunadaticon to silence their accusers and went unpunished for most of the
charges leveled apamst them. All seven of the boys were in jail at one time or
another. Usually, witnesses received beatings and threats of more violenee if
they testified against them. Woe was the man caught in a boncly place by a
Donneily. If he was idenzified as an cnemy, he would incur a severs beatimg,
Otherwise they might just rob him. Owver the years that the Donnellys held
physical power there were 26 or 1T murders in the area, numerous bam
burnings. arson, vandalism, strect brawls, gang fights, pun battles, highway
robbery. horse and cattle mutilations, thefis, poisonings, crops destroyed
rustling and gven tram derailments. They were all attributed to the Dennellyvs,
rightly or wrongly, One of the sadisfic tricks of the hoys was to harass their
neighhors when retuming from eventide Church services at their Roman
Catholic Churck They took delight in taking a couple of rails off ooz of the
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many rail fences, affiving them 1o stick oul from the sides of their wagpn ar
buggy, and charging down the road. Those walking heme from Chorch at
Ewilighi would either have to get off the road and bend over 1o aveid the rml,
or get chipped on the back of the head. On cne cecasior, Tom Domnelly held a
local szhowl teacher while his brother Miks broke the tsacher’s fingers one by

O,

Closer to home, mrv great, great, uncls, Thomas, ran a hotel at
Cizanmon. He had been buying beef off Thomas Doonelly, At the tume, there was
a it of mstling going on in the area. Being suspicious of the Donnelly’s, one
of the neighbors waz keeping count of the Domelly ivestock, It was not poing
down, The neighbors reported this 1o my relative whe confronted Thomas about
his stock. Mot receiving a satisfactory answer, Thamas Culbert told Thomas
Dhamnelly that he could not buy addrtonal beef from him. A few mights later, a
patron of the Granton House came into the bar and told him that Thomas
Donnelly was outside and wanted the proprietor to come out to settle some
outstanding accounts. The customer also told the hotel keeper that Thomas
Dommelly wais on the et hand side of the front door and had a knife m hiz hand.
Thomas Culhert pur a ser of four steel rings an his right hand and went out the
door, he swung as hard as he could, carching Tom Donnclly on the jaw,
breaking it and also breaking his pwn knockles. Dannelly went down and never
again cheillenged Thomas Colbert, 1 remember secing the four nings m my
vauth as Diad tell hewr to them. Two of the more pruesome have disappeared.
| have the remaimng twe ningzs The final chaprar of this storv iz that the
Domeedly Famiby myvited Thomas Colbert to dimmer just six weeks prior to the
massacre and toasted him & the only man to stand up (o a Donnelly, and win.

The wurders that tock place on that fateful day are well documented
bv the books of the various authors. As [ understand it there were no
Protestants in the Vigilante group that murdered five Domoelly members on
Febrary 4, 1880, Thev all belonged to the Catholic Parish on the Foman lime.
Whil: several men were charged with the murdsrs, having been identified by a
voung neighbor who was staying at the Donnelly’s and escaped the camage,
nowie were convicted of the murders. Ooe of the YVigilantes, James Byder,
became a friend of my grandparents. James Lived oul his life with the nickname
“Buckshot Ryder” Hez was reputed 1o have used a shotgun on John Donnelly,
although Kellv's book says otherwise, | met James Ryder’s two spinstor
daugmrers at the funerals of both my grandparents. 1 also recall gomg hunting
for mushrooms in the Ryder pasture with o Diad,

At the time of the murders: although the Vigilantes wanted William
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Donmielly:

. they mustakenly shet and kdlled Jehn Donmelly hefore getting cold feet
and failing to get William

. William and his family moved to a new location where he lived
quicsly for the rest of his life

. James Junior had died of 1lingss a couple of vears earlier,

. Michacl died with a kmife :n bus back, having become a hobe.

. James Sentor, his wile Johanna, sons John, Thomas and miese

Brideet. were all murdersd on February 2, 1880

. Roberl, who was w jail ar the time, later became a botel desk clerk
i London and died peacefully

- Patrick was away from home on that fateful might and dicd

peacefully several vears later

Jenme, the only daughter, grew vp to be a beautiful girl, whe was
married and living away from home et the time of the murders. She scems tn
have been sheltered from the notaricty of her brothers, and lived & quiet but
socially active lifc m St. Thomas, Ontario

At a hockey pame i Seaforth, Ontano, | mel and had a pood
eonversation with the great, great prandson of the boy who witnessed the
Donnelly murders.

The Irish community in and around Beddulph Township was quite
supersitions and no one would touch the land of James Donnelly in fear of the
consequences. Mearly forty years laler my Grandfather rented the farm, and
eontrary to what his neighbors sawd, he prazed cattle quite successlully. This
he did for several years, putting and end o e superstition.

L+ R+ R S R o S TR T
James RIDGEWAY was cither 2 crvilian or a sendor NCO of the Bth (Kmg's)

Regiment of Foot when it was based at Niagara. He is shown as one of the
members of Lodee No. 125 ER(M) in the #th Foot who wes mitiated on March
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22, 1786 His age is shown as “38 vears” and his oconpation as “Cordwainet™
[Sources: J. R Rabertsen, The History of Freemasonry in Canadn, 1899, Bro
Momman Rogers” armicle, Lancashire Military Lodpos, June 24, 1963, as printed
in the Transactions of the Quatuor Coremat Lodee, Bro. AL L M!Ibﬂt‘]]ﬁ, I1he
Provingial Grand Lodge of Quebec 1759-1793 Part 1and 11, 1956, as printed
in the Transactions of the Quateor Coronati Lodga. |

Whor was James Ridgeway, reallv? Was Jumes Ridgeway connected
with the twn of Ridgeway, Ontano? This would be a paper for a member of
the AMD, as we know Dittle of hes hie and tmes.

Lo TR+ R+ TR & SR S B o [l
THE FIRST MILITARY LODGE
{bv: Ven. Bro. Michael Jenkyns, PSM, Calongl By Council No, 217]

Frng do wrile the fustory of o Lodee 15 usaally difficuls but there ave [for the
move “modern” Lodges) recoray which may assist. [n trying o reconstriet
the fistory of the "ald™ - in the care the frat - raveling Lodlge th g miliiary
regtment 18 mode exivemely hord becemee af the fock af recards. Whar is
trteresting tn thiv swmmary hstory is the workang of the Lodge over many
wears, womany mlacer, and thai the members actially worked a varvieny of
nlll"ll;ﬁ"{'_'? whioh are .'n:h:'&'il_'g'. far e fRinend Fim WomsonG s f?j"l'l::lr' Yark ard Sentish
Hites, f

Lodge Mo, 11 10, in the Ist Battalion, 156 Regument of Foot
(v The: Roval Scots (The Royal Regimenth)

Phulip Croesle, m his Iosh Masone Records, 1973, notes that there
15 no fecord in the Repister of the Grand Lodge of Ireland of the use of the
e 117" for a Warsant prior to 1732, but Snuth, in his Pocket Companion,
lists Warrant No. 11 as having been msu-:d to Brethren at Bray, Co. Wicklow,
prior o 1735 {likely an error and the year should have been 173.2).,

Warnant Mo, 11 was (re)issued by the Grand Lodge of Irzland and
signed on Movember 7, 1732 (the first Travelling or Military Warrans sver
fxsued by ary Grand Lodge) to “our Trusty and Well-beloved Brothers, Mr
James Murray, Mr. Patrick Howard and Mr. Patrick Raad”, to be held in the
“First Battalion Roval” {Thiz would be the 15t Regiment of Foot Guards, then
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serving in Ireland), The Warrant was signed by “the Right Worshipful, and
Riht Honourable Lord Viscount Neturall, Grand Master of all the Lodges of
Freemascns m the Kingdom of Ireland, the Right Honourable the Lord
Vizscount Kingsland, Deputy Grand Master, the Worshipful James Brenan.
M.D. and Robert Nugent, Esqrs: Grand Wardens'. V. W, Bro, R E,
Parkinson. in his paper Some Motes on Insh Military Warraats, as printed m
The Lodge of Research, No, C C| Ireland, Transactions For the Years 349-
1957, pp 119-14]1, notes that “Smith’s List, i his “Pocket C-:mpaﬁiqr-!"' o
1735 includes. as well as No. 11 in the Roval Scots, four other Military
Warramnis " indicatimg that even at this date the Lodge was known.

The notes in B, W. Bro. Keith Cochrane’s CD-ROM Lipdate of
Crossle’s [nish Masonic Records of June 2000 mention that the Warrant was
originally issued withoul a number, the number “1 1" bemg later shown i the
Repistar, The cupy of the Warrant shows clearky the "Na 117 in the upper kefi
fand comer and, piven the vagaries of commumications in those days, it 18 likely
<hat the Warrant was printed and the number written on it ot the time it was
signed, not afterwvands

During its first 30 years of existence the Regiment, and Lodge Mo,
11, saw much active service. Tho |st Battalion (and the Lodge) were made
prisoners of war at Adost in 1745, after an unsuccessful attempt to relieve
Cihent, and was earried off to France before beng exchanged later in the same
vear. This gave the Lodge members an opportunity to visit with French
Freemasons who were puarding them. Thas situation would be reversed in 1780
when the 13t Rattalion was based in England and engaged in guarding French
prisoncrs of war, Cochrane’s notes indicate that it was this contact with
Furapean Freemasons which brought it into contagt with the Rite of Striet
Ohservasce and the early degrees of the Knights Templar. Insh records (in this
case this maans a fow letiers preserved in the Grand Lodge of Ircland which
tafer 1o these degrees being worked in Lodge No. 11) indicate that hy 1797,
althomgh the Lodge possessed only the Warrant Ne. 11, it soems ta have had
a Rowal Arch Chapler numbered as “Mo. 57 as well as an Encampment of
Knights Templar and Knights of Mala. The Companions also appear to have
worled the additonal degrees called Harodim {or Heredomn) and Sovereign
Prince Mason {or Rose Croix).

According to the History of the Grand Lodes of Fres and Accepred
Masons of Irgland. Vol I, 1925, a Certificate from Lodge Mo 11, dated
February 1. 1762, is the thind oldest of known certificaies 1ssued Lo members
of a Lodge and which refisrs to three dagrees and which also uses the expression
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v Sublime degree of 8 master mason " (Page 234). Other sardy
certificates histed include those dated September 6, 1756 (Lodge House in
Lodge Alley. Philadelphia, No. 2) and June 2, 1761 (Lodge Mo, 195 m the
Eoval Highland Repiment - the 42nd Foot, now part of The Black Watch). R.
W, Bro. Keith Coclwane, in his article [rish Wargans in Scottish Regiments.
inn the Grand Lodige of Scotland Year Book, notes that because members of the
Lodge would beoome detached from it as the Lodpe moved with the Regiment,
the need for proof of membership in good standing in the Lodge led to the
ereation of a Cermificats svstzm. These were not the centrally isseed Certificates
of later vears, but were Certificates issued by the Lodge for the benefir of its
imcinbers,

It is unclear whether Lodge No. 11 IC operated in Canada and
America during the 1750°s and 1760"s when the 1st and 2nd Battalions were
operating there and it is not referred o in documents of the Provineial Grand
Lodae of Quebec {Modems), Provincial Grand Lodee of Lower Canada
{ Antients) or the Provincial Grand Lodee of Upper Canada ( Antients)

Lodee Mo, 11 IC was in Gibraltar with the 15t Batinlion and, when
tronble between Antients” and Moderns” masons on Gibraliar became acute in
1772, were forced by circamamneas 1o side with the Antiens. On Sc. Joho's
Day, Dacember 1772, the vanows Modemes® Lodires wished (o exclude Lodge
Mo 148 ER(A) from faking parl n the customary procession, but Lodges Mo
148 was supported by four Irish Lodges to attend the procession. These were:
Lodpe Mo, 11 1, in the 15t Battahon, 1st Kegiment of Foot: No. 244 1L, in the
2nd {Cucen’s Royal) Repiment of Foot; No. 290 IC, in the 3%th Regiment of
Fool, and No. 466 IC. in the 53th Reginent of Foot, The Insh Lodees wrote
in May 1773 to the Grand Lodege of Ircland justifving their action, and,
apparently, received a reply endarsing it.

The Regiment was assigned to Jamaica by 1790, and tock the Lodge
along with it. The brethren in the Roval Train of Artillery. located at Port
Roval, Jamaica, received help from Lodge Mo, 11 IC. Members of the Roval
Train of Artillery were initiated into Lodge No. 11 IC, which then supported
their Petition for a Warrant. Warrant No 262 was issued on August 28, 1790,
b the Antients Grand Lodoe to bold a Lodge in the Roval Train of Arnillery,
it garrigon at Port Roval, Jamaica, Lodge Moo 11 IC, was then given authority
to open a Grand Lodee and install the Master and Wardens of the new Lodge,
which was done on May 24, 1791, st Port Roval. {Lodge Mo, 262 ER(A)
coased working m 1810 ) The Installing Officers of Lodge No. 11 IC were: W.
Bro. William Richards and Bros. Abex. Tullough, Alex. McGregor and Alex
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Fea, all of whom were noted as beimg Master Mazons and Past Masters of
Lodge No. 11 IC

The Regiment and Lodge No. || appear W have been transfersed for
a short time kaedk tn CGribreltar in 1791/2. Cochrane says that Grand Lodpe
reconds reprnding Lodge Nu 714 IC (in the 6¥th (Durham) Regimont show that
it was working in (ibaaltar in 1792, wath fve other Insh Lodges - Mas. 11 (15t
(Reyaly Regiment of Foot); 168 [18th (Roval Insh) Regiment of Feor)y: 227
(46th Regiment of Foot); 604 {1 1th (North Devenshire)Rag:ment of Foot), and
690 (515t Regimment of Foot)

The Regiment and Lodge arz nexs known in Jamaica. On March 7,
1793, six Lodges met in Jamaica to form a Grand Lodge for the purpose of
foreung civilian Lodge No. 257 ER(A) and installing the Master and Wardens.
I'he six Lodges were: Roval Artillery Lodge, No. 262 ER{A); Lodge Ne, 1]
I1C; Lodge No. 292 IC, in the 10th Regiment of Foot; Lodges o 637 [C, and
661 1C, both of which were held in the 13th Repiment of Fool, and Lodge No.
3. PRJamaica (Scottish). Sometime shorthy after this event the Regunent was
assignzd to the Mediterrancan as Grand Lodge records indicate that the Lodge
fought with the Regiment in Cersica in 1793 {The Corsican campaign of
17934 iz notable because every one of the seven Kemmenls invalved was home
to a Masonic Lodge, all of which worked under [nsh Warrants. 1st Royals, No.
LLIC {1732-1847); 10th Reger, Mo 604 IC (1782-1815); 25th Regt , No 52
IC {174%-1815); 30ih Regl, No. 35 IC {1738-1793) and Na. 535 IC [1776-
1423); S0th Regt , No. 113 IC {1743-1815); 51st Regt, No. 620 IC [1788-
| %01) and No. 34 1C (1763-1815); and 69th Regt.. No. 174 IC {1791-1821).

While serving apain in the Canbbean from 1803 to 1808, the st
Battulion was decimated znd the membership of the Lodpe was reduced to one
member. As uew replacements for the Regiment were assigned, those who were
Mazons were recrurted by the Lodpe and, in 1808, when there were 40 working
members, the Lodge was reactivated,

The Ist Battalion, accompamied by itz Lodpe, was paupgned (o
warrison duty in Quebec City and was serving there from 1808 onwards when
The Roval Thistlz Lodge, Mo, 222 SC was Warranted by the Grand Lodge of
Scotland to be held in the 4th Bartalion, 1st Regiment of Foot Guards, which
had also been assigned to Quebec City, in 1813, Dunng the penod that Ledge
Mo. 11 IC met in Narth Amesica (i e until ahout 18 15716, 1t worked the Royal
Arch, Knight Templar and Knight of Malta degrees undes the authouity of s
Warrant
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The Belfast News-Letter of June 28, 1816 mentions Lodge No. 11 1C
a5 being back in that ity with the Regmment and Grond Lodge documents
indicate that meetmgs were held in the “Roval Barracks™ at Dublin. On
February 27, 1834, the Supreme Grand Roval Arch Chapter of Ireland, pranted
Warrant Mo 11 o mine Roval Arch Compansons o hold & “Royal Arch
Chapter 10 be attached to Lodes No, 11 ia the 15t Battalion, Royal Regiment
of Foot"

During the period 1822 to 1835 the civilian and military authoritees
in Ireland made effrts o suppress “Orange Lodees™” which wers considered .
contrary to order and to the rules of the service ", As a result of a
Parlizmentary enguiry in 1835 tw Commander-in-Chief gave orders banning
Oranee Lodees in military regiments, The orders were mferpreted az banning
any meetimg called **, . . for other than military purposes . . 7 and all mectings
were mdiscriminately suppressed, As a consegquéixe Lodge No. 11 IC ceased
muetng for the remainder of it tme m Irefand.

When the 1<t Battalson was assigned to Gibraltar in 1839 hoth Lodge
Mo |1 and Chapter Mo, 11 were unable to continue working and the Warrants
were retumed to a few surviving members of s Depot Companies at
lemplemore. [reland. The Lodge and the Chapter wera built up agam and
remiained with the Depot Companies and never again jomad the 1= Batlahion
abroad

Trish Grand 1.odpe records note: “Warrant given up Apnl 1847 by
arder of Col. Mannsell™ fallowing possage in the British Parhament of the
Enlawful Socicties At which prohibited so-calied “secred societies”, including
Freamazonmy. (Maunzell refers to Colonegl Robert Christopher Maunscl: (or
Mansell), K. H. as District Quarter Maslzr General in Limerick.)

It is worth mentioning that from 1793-8 Ircland had been disturksd
with the prowth of se-called “zecret societies™ and the “insurrection” was put
chowr in 1798 within a few weeks of 1ts breaking out. An Act of Parliament of
Tuly 12, 1799 was passed “For the more effectual suppression of socicties
gstablighed for seditous and tressomable purposes, and for preventing
treasonabbe and seditious practices.” Thus all societies whoss members were
recuired Lo take an cath ot authorised by law, were suppressed. Societies “held
under the Denomination of Lodgss of Freemasens™ were expressly excmpted
from the Act. By 1842 the agitation for Home Rule for Ireland led to further
attempls at armed rebellion and the Lord Licutenant of Ireland cailed upon the
military for the rigorous enforcement of the 1799 Act without regand to the
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exemption previousty applicd. The Commander-m-Cheef in Ircland, Licutenant-
General Sir Edward Blakenev was ordered to take action and instrcted his
subordinates accordingly, including Colonsl Robent Christopher Maumsell.

By the lime of its denuse the Chapter had about 20 members in total
and altheugh the Chapter Warrant was given up, it was not struck off the rolls
until May 19, 1838,

Girand Lodge records indicarte that at the tme of closure of the Lodge.
352 Brethren had been admitted into it between 17449 and October 15, 1845
{this number refers to members listed on the “2nd Sencs Grand Lodge
Revisters™). Although at first maintained almost exclusively by the NCO's of
the Regiment, by the close of the 18th Cenmury the Lodge had a fair proportion
of officers. It was alsa, over time, not Teserved exclusively for brethren within
the Repirent and the membership fists melude officers and other ranks of cther
regiments, as well as civihans As the Lodge was likely to move and keave
bebind the members who did not belong to the lst Foot, the Certificate
“gystem” was cstablished to provide “bona hices” for them. Thess ceraficates
were nermally issued by the Lodge iself, not the Grand Lodge, due to the
problems of communications and a non-exastent postal service.

Bro John Bowers (PM, Lodge No. 571 IC), commenting an Bro.
John Heron Lepper’s paper The Poor Common Soldier, A Study of [rish
Ambulatory Warrants, as printed in the Transactions of OQuatwer Corongb
Lodeg, 19235 makes the following comment on Col. Maunsel's actions, “1 omoe
talked to a man who served under Col. Maunsell, from him [ leamt that John
Maunsell forced e Lodee of “Haoly St John™ No. 11 1C, o give up their
Warrant, because of pressure from General Blakeney . General Blakenzy was
at une time Colonel of the Roval Regiment of Feot, but at which penod, before
1847 or after. | cannot at this moment say. Blakeney's picture hangs i the
Officer’s Mess of the 2nd Bn. at Calehester. He was a member of the Friendly
Brothers of St. Patrick, but 1 am unable to say if he was a Freemason”.

V. W. Bro. Philip Crossle notes in his Insh Masowe Records,
published by the Grand Lodgs of Ircland, 1973, that thes name of the Lodee was
“Holy $t, Jobn™ although he docs not indicate when this name was adopted and
it is not mentioned on the Warrant. He also notes that the Wacrant was returmed
to Grand Lodge in 1812, althongh this does not agree with other evidence. W,
W, Bro. Crossle netes that the Warmand (or pechaps the number * 117 aniv) was
used for the izsue of o Warrant to hold a Lodge at Bray, Co. Wicklow,
aithough no date of (rehissue or surrender is mentioned.
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