Proceedings of the Eighth Annual Assembly
of the Grand Council of AMO of Canada
Western Chelsea Inn, St. Thomas, Ontario
Sept. 26, 1992

Opening:
The Grand Council was opened at 9:00 am by the Sovereign Grand Master, M.V.Bro. Albert Sewell, The flags of Canada and
the U.S.A. were installed on either side of the Asserrly hail. The Grand Tyler’s Register showed 48 members of Grand Council
in attendance.
M.V.Bro. Carson gave an opening benediction.

Welcome:
The S,G.M., welcomed all present, and then called off to receive special guests.
The Mayor of St. Thomas, His Worship Bro. Stephen Peters, was escorted into the room and was introduced to the members
of Grand Council. He welcomed all to the city and presented a key to the city to the S.G.M. The Mayor was then allowed to leave
but he would be returning to be with us for the banquet.
Ven.Bro. The Reverend Pat King of William J. Reese Council #141 in Franklin, Ohio under the Grand Council of the USA was
then escorted in and introduced by M.V.Bro. Jones.
M.V.Bro. Whiting then escorted in and introduced M.Ex.Comp. Archie Begarnie, Grand President of the Order of High
Priesthood of Ontario along with M.Ex.Comp. Cliff Meunier, Past Grand President and R.Ex.Comp. Gordon Odell, Grand Vice
President.

Finally, M.V.Bro. Carson escorted in and introduced M.W.Bro. Don Rennie, Past Grand Master of Saskatchewan.
This assembly of Grand Council was then resumed.
M.V.Bro. Carson moved seconded by M.V.Bro. Jones that the order of business be at the pleasure of the 5GM. Carried
M.V.Bro. Jones moved seconded by M.V.Bro. Card that as the proceedings of last two Annual Assemblies (Sept. 15, 1990 and
Sept. 21, 1991) had been printed and sent to all councils, they be approved as distributed. Carried.
Grand Council Officers in Attendance
S.G.M.
M.V.Bro. Albert B. Sewell
P.S.G.M.
M.V.Bro. John B. Carson
P.S.G.M.
M.V.Bro. Glenson Jones
P.S.G.M.
M.V.Bro. Kenneth Whiting
S.G.W.
R.V.Bro, Albert Card

G.Exec.
G.Exec.
G.Exec.
G.Tyler

R.V.Bro. Peter Maydan
R.V.Bro George Anderson
R.V.Bro. Frank Standring
V.V.Bro. Bit Segui

Roll Call of Past S.G.M.’s
M.V.Bros. John B. Carson, Glenson Jones and Kenneth Whiting were invited before the Altar and were accorded Grand
Honours, lead by V.Bro. W. Segui.
Grand Representative
M.V.Bro. John Carson, Grand Representative of the Grand Council of England and Wales and Territories Overseas, was invited
before the Altar and was accorded Grand Honours, lead by V.Bro. W. Segui.
Grand Treasurer’s Report
R.V.Bro. Standring read the report of the Grand Treasurer, R.V.Bro. Kempster (pro temp), who was unable to be
present.
It was moved by V.Bro. T. MacNatty and seconded by M.V.Bro. J. Carson that the report of the Grand Treasurer be
received and adopted. Carried

R.Ex,Comp, Gordon Odell, Grand Vice President of the Order of High Priesthood of Ontario, was then invited to address to
assembly. On behalf of the visitors from the Order of the High Priesthood of Ontario, he brought good wishes from that Order
and thanked the Grand Council for their reception. The SGM thanked R.Ex.Comp. Odell for his remarks and requested that the
regards of the Grand Council be conveyed to the Order.
Report of the Finance Committee
A Grand Council budget was presented by M,V.Bro. John B. Carson and in included as Attachment A to these
proceedings.
It was Moved by M.V.Bro. J. Carson and Seconded by R.V.Bro. P. Maydan that the budget proposed by the Finance
Committee be received and adopted. Carried.
V.Bro. The Reverend Pat King was then invited to address the assembly. He brought good wishes from our sister jurisdiction
and thanked the Grand Council for his reception. He brought with him as a gift to our Grand Council, a copy of A.M.D.
Ritual
No. 1. of North America which he entrusted to M.V.Bro. G. Jones. The Sovereign Grand Master Most Venerable
Brother A.
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Sewell thanked V.Bro, P. King for his remarks and sequested that the regards of the Grand Council be conveyed to the Sovereign
Grand Master and the Grand Council Allied Masonic Degrees of the United States of America.
Grand SecretarVs Report
The Grand Secretary (pro-tern> R.V.Bro. N. Robertson reported that this Grand Jurisdiction comprised of 17 Constituent
Councils, 360 Members and that he had distributed 167 ballots. He added that 7 of the 360 members had dual membership.
It was moved by M.V.Bro. G. Jones seconded by M.V.Bro. J. Carson that this report be received and adopted. Carried
Address of the Sovereign Grand Master
M.V.Bro. Jones was invited to take the chair while the S.G.M. gave his address.
TO: The officers & members of the Grand Council of Allied Masonic Degrees of Canada
MY BRETHREN:
Once again it is my privilege and pleasure, at the same time, both singular and distinct,to welcome you to this Annual
Assembly of the Grand Council of the Allied Masonic Degrees of Canada.This is the eighth such Assembly in the short life
of our National body and on each occasion our horizon has broadened,our perception has deepened and our wisdom has
been purified with each passing day. I have every expectation that our sojourn together will be, for all of us, an experience
worthy of our recollection. It is not inappropriate to record that many of you have travelled many miles to be present and
I know how great have been your efforts and how sterling are your thoughts and I thank you for your efforts and praise your
achievements.
All present, I’m certain, will join me in extending to R.V.Bro. George Anderson and the Brethren of Tylers of Solomon Council
No.212, and their ladies, our sincere thanks for all the many hours of hard work they have expended in the preparation of
this event. We want you to know that we realize how great have been your contributions to our well-being and, in addition,
that we appreciate your efforts. To you, we say, “Thank you.
Turning now to the matters of business I must mention certain items about which you have been informed during the past
months, but to which, in spite of past actions, I must now make reference. Foremost among these has been the resignation
of our Grand Secretary, M.V.Bro. Jones,who was invested at this time last year. With deep regret I accepted his resignation
immediately when it was submitted for health and personal reasons. As you can appreciate there were no volunteers; my
reputation as a sort of CAPTAIN AHAB must have had a dampening affect on prospective Grand Secretaries. However after
much persuasion I succeeded in getting our Charter Grand Secretary, R.V.Bro. Norman A. Robertson to resume that station.
His return was on his terms inasmuch as he firmly stated that he would not accept a nomination for the year 1992-93. To
both these Brethren I extend the sincerest gratitude of the Grand Council for the services they have rendered, not only this
year, but since the constitution of our Grand Council, as well as, during the years leading up to its formation.
You have also been informed within recent months of the resignation of your Grand Treasurer whom you elected to that
office at our last Assembly. It was with regret that I accepted the resignation of M.V.Bro. Ken Whiting as Grand Treasurer
and I thank him now, as I did earlier, for acting in that capacity. To maintain the functions of the Grand Council I appointed
V.Bro. Raymond F.E. Kempster to the office of Grand Treasurer and in the rank of RIGHT VENERABLE BROTHER. It is
with the deepest of respect for this Grand Council that I request your confirmation in the conferral of this rank.
Within the ranks of our Grand Council there are those valiant souls who labour unselfishly for the common good and in the
process are occasionally overlooked in the distribution of honours. During the past year I received from Mariners Council
No.21 4, Sarnia, Ontario, a request for Grand rank for V.Bro. Robert L. Parker, Charter Venerable Master of that council and
now serving as Treasurer. That request was favourably received and accordingly I was pleased to confer the title of Past
Grand Senior Deacon and the associated rank of Very Venerable Brother on this distinguished and dedicated Mason.
V.V.Bro. Parker has inspired all around him to greater efforts and noble deeds; his Brethren of Mariners Council No.214 are
proud to follow further along the path marked by the footprints of V.V.Bro. R.L. Parker.
It is with humility and my recognition of the authority of the Grand Council that I respectfully request your confirmation of
my actions towards V,V,Bro, Robert L. Parker. Last evening, Friday, September 25, 1992, at the request of Tylers of
Solomon Council No.212, I made Brother William Samuel Smale, an Allied Mason at sight by having conferred on him the
penalty, signs and words of the Degree of St. Lawrence the Martyr. In the presence of V.Bro, Morley Brown, Venerable
Master of Tylers of Solomon Council No.212, I witnessed this information being imparted to Bro. Smale by V.V.Bro. Bil
Segui. Accordingly, I declare Brother William Samuel Smale, eligible to receive the Grand Tylers of Solomon Degree on
Saturday, September 26, 1992. have considered this action appropriate in order that Bro. Smale’s Masonic progress not
be unduly delayed through inadvertence.
It is a pleasure to report to this Grand Council that three (3) councils were constituted during the past year, namely,

(a> Arcana Council No, 215
(b) Westman Council No.216, and,
(c) Colonel By Council No.217.
With the assistance of Present and Past Grand Council Officers I conducted the Ceremony of Constitution for Arcana and
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Colonel By Councils. Both occasions were rewarding and enlightening for me and I considered myself privileged to have
been party to the unfolding history of our Grand Council.
In the case of Westman Council No.216, Brandon, Manitoba, R.V. Bro. Clifford Hardy, Keystone Council No.172, Winnipeg,
Manitoba, our Senior Grand Warden, very kindly conducted the ceremony of Constitution at the request of and on behalf
of the Sovereign Grand Master. I express to R.V.Bro. Hardy my sincere thanks for standing in for me on that occasion.
Likewise I express my gratitude to those faithful and dedicated Grand Council Officers both Past and Present who have
assisted me during these events, especially, M.V.Brethren John Carson and Glen Jones.
During the past year I have had the good fortune to visit several Councils whose names appear on our Grand Register
namely, (1> Tylers of Solomon Council No.212, (2) Scarborough Council No.175, (3) Medwayosh Council No.62, (4) Arcana
Council No.215, (5) Colonel By Council No.217, and, (6) Capital City Council No.154. Personal obligations did not permit
me to visit a greater number of Councils but I am pleased to report that on all occasions I was warmly and respectfully
received. All Councils, except one, had a very interesting paper to present. Medwayosh Council No.62 presented two papers
during my visit. All these presentations were interesting and thought provoking and I reminded the Brethren that a copy of
their papers should be sent to the Editor of THE ARCHITECT, M.V.Bro. Glen Jones, to be considered for publication in it.
It is never too late to say, “Thank you”. So I avail myself of this opportunity to say just that to our dear friend V.Bro.(The
Reverend) Pat King, a member of the Grand Council of the U.S.A.,who has watched the development and growth of our
Grand Council both from near and from afar. It is certainly an honour and a pleasure to have him with us at this time and
I do hope he will share some of his wisdom with us later during this Assembly. But more specifically I say “Thank you” to
him for donating to The Grand Lodge of Canada in the Province of Ontario a very rare copy of The Constitution (1855). This
leather bound book was given to M.V.Bro. Ron Gróshaw by V.Bro. King while they were attending the Grand Council
(U.S.A.), Washington, D.C. in March 1992. At the Convocation of the Grand Chapter R.A.M. of Canada in the P. of 0., in
May 1992, I received this book from M.V.Bro. Groshaw and, in his presence passed it to M.V.Bro. Whiting, Assistant to the
Grand Secretary, Grand Lodge of Canada in the Province of Ontario. This was done in order to determine if this Grand
Lodge had in its possession any book identical to or similar to the one given to us by V.Bro. Pat King. While I have not
heard from the G.L.of Canada in Ontario I wish to record with this Grand Council the nature and extent of the generosity
to us at the hands of V.Bro. (Rev.) Pat King. We are indebted to you, V.Bro. King, for your thoughtfulness; we appreciate
your gift; we thank you for it.
It was a great pleasure to confer the rank of Knight of the Royal Order of the Red Branch of En on as many candidates as
were present last evening. It is heart warming to witness such a spectacle but it is truly exhilarating to share in it. I express
my gratitude to all the newly created Knights and wish them well in Allied Masonry. To all those who shared in the enjoyment
of conferring the Order I express my gratitude.
During a similar ceremony at Capital City Council No. 154, at Ottawa, I had the extreme pleasure of assisting in the conferral
of the rank of Knight on six (6) brethren from the Ottawa area.
My gratitude is extended to the Grand Inspectors who have been my personal representatives in the various Districts of this
Grand Jurisdiction and who have performed well the duties of their office. It is my recommendation to this Grand Council
that each Grand Inspector be confirmed in the rank of RIGHT VENERABLE BROTHER.
The value of the Past Sovereign Grand Masters is great indeed and I have had the benefit of their advise on several
occasions and on a variety of subjects. It is not difficult for you to imagine that with the kind of “infra-structure” I inherited
with this office I needed some kind of E.S.P. And if there was a semblance of the super-natural, in my performance, then
that probably was the influence of the Past SGMs. I say, Thank you”, to them for the assistance they have given me.
Likewise do I say, “Thank you’, to my Officers who have shown such genuine qualities of masonry and have practised the
“gentle art” with ease and aplomb. I wish you well in your Masonic careers. I look forward to the day when our paths will
meet again and, on that occasion, I want you to know now that I will be happy and honoured indeed to be in your company.
It is unavoidable that I now turn my attention to the finances of the Grand Council and mention particular facts which may
or may not be included in the Grand Treasurer’s Report. In this regard I beg to inform you that the Grand Executive has
acknowledged an indebtedness of $4,307.31 to R.V.Bro, Norman A. Robertson arising from transactions which predate my
assuming my present office in September 1990, at Saskatoon. It is my earnest prayer that the generous terms of repayment
offered to us by R,V.Bro, Robertson will be accepted by this Grand Council, i.e., that the indebtedness be erased in full by
the year 1999.
I would further suggest that this indebtedness be erased than this latter date if the finances of the Grand Council can
accommodate a disbursement of this magnitude. I am informed that our Treasury has $3,287.61 in a Bank Account in
Ottawa. In addition our Grand Council has continued to maintain an account at the Aurora Branch of the National Bank
which now contains about $500. This account was opened in August 1989 and, contrary to custom, had but one signing
officer, r.e., R,V.Bro. Norman Clegg,

It was from this account that the bulk of the Grand Council money was disbursed from August 1989 to June 1991, In June
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1991, after I had named M.V.Bro. G. Jones to be Grand Secretary, the signing authority for this account was changed from
the signature of RN.Bro, Clegg only to the requirement of two signatures of the following three officers; M.V.Bro, A. Sewell,
M,V.Bro. G, Jones and R.V,Bro. N. Clegg. One debit only (approx, $120.00) has been permitted to this account by the
present signing officers.
We all recognize the conditions faced by R.V.Bro. Anderson and his Committee as they prepared for this Annual Assembly.
Many of these vexations have arisen because we were away from our usual date for this event. I therefore respectfully
recommend that we adhere more tenaciously to our established practice and go back to holding our Annual Assembly on
the third weekend in the month of September. Later this year you will be informed of the location of the 1993 Annual
Assembly.
It is a great pleasure to inform you that inquiries have been received from Royal Arch Masons in the provinces of Quebec
and British Columbia relative to the formation of A.M,D. Councils in those areas. While the situation looks promising there
is no certainty,as yet, that the enquiries will progress to fruition. The doors, however, are always open.
It would be improper for me to conclude my report to you without mentioning my gratitude and that of the entire Assembly
to our Brethren of Tylers of Solomon Council No.212 for their work in presenting, for our edification and enjoyment, the
Order of Corks, last evening, & the Tylers of Solomon Degree later today. We appreciate your work & we say, Thank you.
It is with a feeling of deep gratitude that I draw to the attention of Grand Council the very effective work rendered by
M.V.Bro. John Carson as Chairman of the Finance Committee. It is undeniable that the unrelenting search for the truth, that
characterized the work of this committee, has provided a clearer understanding of the financial practices prevalent in this
Grand Council in the fifteen (15) months immediately prior to my Installation in September 1990. This committee must also
be given the credit for effecting the return of particular jewels which were reported as missing in the Financial Report dated
July 29, 1989. The majority of these jewels have been returned to this Grand Council and now are in the hands of our Grand
Secretary. The work of this committee has formed the matrix for our Grand Council’s financial recovery and its future well
being.
It is always a pleasure to inform you that amity continues between your Grand Council and the Grand Council of the United
States of America. In similar fashion we have maintained the very of cordial relations with the Grand Council of the U.K.and
Territories Overseas. The time has come for us to establish the usual fraternal links with the new Grand Councils that have
been constituted in the various states of Australia.
My Brethren, the time has come for you to again choose leadership for the coming year. Naturally the slow return of our
assets and records is not conducive to a rapid return to normalcy. But let me assure you that there is no need for despair;
we are making progress. Today’s uncertainties will be replaced by tomorrow’s sunshine and bright colours. There is no
compulsion for us to cheer and applaud today. Let us, my Brethren, be patient and lean on the Wisdom expressed in the
lines of that old Evangelical Hymn: “When I see Thee as Thou art, I shall praise Thee as I ought”.
Thank you for the opportunity to serve our Grand Council.
Albert B.B. Sewell, Sovereign Grand Master
Moved by M.V.Bro. John Carson and seconded by R.V.Bro. Peter Maydan that the report of the SGM be received and
referred to the Committee on the Address of the Sovereign Grand Master and published in the Annals. Carried
The S.G.M. reassumed the chair.
It was moved by M.V.Bro. John Carson and seconded by R.V.Bro. Peter Maydan that our next Annual Assembly be the
3rd weekend in September. Carried
M.W.Bro. Don Rennie, Past GM of the Grand Lodge of Saskatchewan was then invited to address the assembly. He
brought greetings from the G.M., M.W.Bro, Don MacDonald, He went on to give some background to the request received
from the three Saskatchewan Council for a dispensation to form a Grand Council of Western Canada. The SGM thanked
him for his greetings and asked him to carry his greetings back to the three Saskatchewan Councils and to the M.W, GM.
of Saskatchewan.
Discussion ensued on what type of constitutional changes might be possible which could assist the Saskatchewan Councils
to feel more a part of the Allied Masonic Degrees.
It was moved by V.Bro. 0. Rennie seconded by V.Bro. T. Burton that the Grand Council approve a study of the merits of
establishing a Western Grand Council or similar governing structure that could service the needs and further the growth of
the Allied Masonic Degrees in western Canada. Carried
The deliberations of Grand Council were then called off for the space of 15 minutes.
On resumption, the General Chairman R,V.Bro. G. Anderson was invited to address the assembly. He thanked the
members for their attendance and hoped that all enjoyed themselves. He went on to thank his team for their hard work in
the preparation of the venue for this Grand Assembly. The members responded with a fine show of their appreciation.
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V.Bro. Morley Brown, Sovereign Master of Tyters of Solomon Council #212, was then invited to address the assembly. He
stated that he felt it a great prMlege that he, as a SM, was allowed to address the Grand Assembly. He went on to wish
the members a memorable meeting and offered any assistance they may require. The members responded enthusiastically.
Most Excellent Companion Archie Begarnie, Grand President of the Order of High Priesthood was then invited to address
the assembly. He thanked the members for their reception of the members of the Order and especially for his reception as
Excellent President of that Order. He stated his hope that the Allied Masonic Degrees continue to grown and multiply, and
that he looked forward to more inter-visits between our two bodies. The members responded with an enthusiastic response
to his kind words.
V.Bro. Ernest Brown, SM of Medwayosh Council #62, requested and was granted permission to take this public opportunity
to confer the grade and jewel of Knight Commander upon R,V.Bro. James Swatridge on behalf of the Council. This was
done with due ceremony.
R.V.Bro. N. Robertson was then asked for the Auditor’s Report. He stated that V.B.Bro. Boston was in Europe so the report
was not available. He was instructed to make this available as soon as possible.
R.V.Bro. Robertson than presented a report on the deliberations of the last meeting of the Grand Executive of Sept. 25,
1992. It was moved by R.V.Bro. Robertson and seconded by M.V.Bro. Carson that this be received. Carried.
M.Ex.Comp. Clifford Meunier, Past Grand President of the Order of High Priesthood, was then invited to speak to the
assembly. He brought thanks and greetings and was warmly welcomed.
Report of the Grand Chaplain Read by V.V.Bro. Segui in the absence of V.V.Bro. Humphries.
It is included as Attachment B to these proceedings.
Moved by V.Bro. Segui and seconded by M.V.Bro. John Carson that the report of the Grand Chaplain be received and
printed in the Annals. Carried
R.V.Bro. Gordon OdeU, Grand Inspector district 1 reported on the condition of his district. They have 5 councils and are
making good progress.
Elections
As no nomination had been received for the office of Grand Secretary, nominations were declared open for this office.
R.V.Bro. Card nominated M.V.Bro. Glenson Jones
It was moved by V.Bro. E. Brown and seconded by V.V.Bro. B. Segui that nomination close. Carried. The SGM declared
M.V.Bro. Jones Grand Secretary elect.
As no nomination had been received for the office of Grand Treasurer, nominations were declared open for this office.
M.V.Bro. Jones nominated R.V.Bro. Raymond Kempster
It was moved by R.V.Bro. Card and seconded by R.V.Bro. Swatridge that nomination close. Carried. The SGM declared
R.V.Bro. Humphries Grand Treasurer elect.
The Grand Council session was then called off until 1:30 pm.
On resumption, the Report of the Constitution & Jurisprudence Committee given by M.V.Bro. Whiting
It is included as Attachment C to these proceedings.
It was moved by M.V.Bro. K. Whiting and seconded by R.V.Bro, A. Card that this report be received and adopted. Carried
unanimously
It was moved by M.V.Bro. Whiting and seconded by V.Bro. E. Brown that anything done in the last two years which was
done in good faith in accordance with the “1990 Constitution” be confirmed and considered legal until the next regular
assembly. This includes the procedures for nominations and balloting, the removal of the limit of 27, the election of Grand
Inspectors Carried unanimously
It was moved by R.V.Bro. Robertson and seconded by M.V.Bro. Carson that the Constitution be amended to add three
appointed members to the Grand Executive to be appointed by the SGM. Carried unanimously
M.V.Bro. K. Whiting submitted the report on the Sovereign Grand Master’s Address.
It is included as Attachment D to these proceedings.
It was moved by M,V,Bro. K. Whiting seconded by M,V.Bro. J. Carson that this report be received and adopted Carried
R.V.Bro. A. Card, Chairman of the Credentials Committee then reported that 48 members had registered.
It was moved by R.V.Bro. Card and seconded by V.V.Bro. W. Christie that this report be received and adopted. Carried.
M.V.Bro, Jones announced that he intended to recommend to the members of the Council of 9 Muses that invitations be
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issued to three worthy brethren, these being;
V.Bro. Ernest Brown of Ontario Shores #151 and Medwayosh #62, V.Bro. Eric Burt of Bridge City #197 and
R.V.Bro. Frank Standring of London #68.
R.V.Bro. N. Robertson submitted the report of the scrutineers, composed of himself, V.Bro. Turner and V.V.Bro. Sequi. Of
the 102 ballots which had been cast, only 2 had been spoiled. The Members had elected in addition to those elected by
acclamation;
to be Sovereign Grand Master
M.V,Bro. A. Sewell
to be Deputy Grand Master
R.V.Bro. A. Card
to be a member of the Grand Executive Committee.
and
V.Bro. J. James
It was moved by R.V.Bro. Robertson and seconded by V.Bro. Turner that the report be received and adopted. Carried
Installation and Investiture
Officers Elect and Appointed who were present were Installed or Invested by M.V.Bro. 3. Carson the Dean of Past
Sovereign The Grand Masters with the assistance of M.V.Bro. K. Whiting.
The S.G.M., M.V.Bro. Albert Sewell then read the lists of appointed officers and committee chairmen.
Report of the Time and Place Committee
It was announced that as an offer to host Grand Council in Winnipeg, Manitoba, had been received from Keystone #172
and Westman #21 6, that the next annual assembly would be offered to them.
Closing
The Sovereign Grand Master M,V.Bro. A. Sewell thanked the Members for their confidence and congratulated them for the
successful year and wished them a fruitful future.
The Eighth Annual Assembly of the Grand Council of Allied Masonic Degrees of Canada was declared closed at 3:00 pm.

Grand Secretary
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